Beacon Falls Conservation Commission
10 Maple Ave
Beacon Falls, CT 06403

September 29, 2011

Town Clerk — Kurt Novak

10 Maple Avenue
Beacon Falls, CT 06403

The Beacon Falls Conservation Commission will hold its regular meeting on Monday,
October 3rd, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. at the Town Hall Assembly Room. The agenda is as

follows:

1.

2.

|98 ]

wn

10.

11.

Call to Order
Minutes —September 2011
Public Comment

Correspondence

Storm Drain Management

Outreach

Duck Race Oct 1
Boy Scout Troop 104
Community Forum
Discovery Day

Natural Resource Inventory

Open Space Management
¢ Lantern Ridge — ERT Report
e Updates from Seymour

Land Use Committee Update
e Ordinance
s Plan of Conservation & Development Update
e Toby’s Pond and Recreational Area

Payment of Invoice

Adjournment

Respectfully submitted.
Martha Melville




Beacon Falls Conservation Commission

10 Maple Ave
Beacon Falls, CT 06403
November 30, 2011 s /JJS_A'M

e el 21 ‘
Town Clerk — Kurt Novak AN Cdath,
10 Maple Avenue .

Beacon Falls, CT 06403

The Beacon IFalls Conservation Commission is cancelling its regular meeting on Monday,
December 5™, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. in the Town Hall Assembly Room. The next regular
meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 9, 2012 at 6 p.m.

Respecttully submitted,

Muthae Nolpd Lo
Martha Melville
Conservation Commission Clerk
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Town of Beacon Falls
Plan of Conservation and Development
10 Maple Ave
Beacon Falls, CT 06403
November 7, 2011
c).0[ A
Kurt Novak, Town Clerk Ny - % o
Town of Beacon Falls VAR IRy Y, Zé’i&é
10 Maple Avenue ﬁ/”MM ‘

Beacon Falls, CT 06403
Dear Mr. Novak:
Re: Schedule of Plan of Conservation and Development Meetings for Year 2012

The schedule of meetings for the Plan of Conservation and Development for the year
2012 is as follows:

January 25
February 22nd
March 21st
April 25th

May 231d

June 27th

July 25th
August 22nd
September 26th
October 24th
November 28th
December — no meeting

Sincerely,

Maryann Kempa
Clerk

Cc: Board Members




CONSERVATION COMMISSION

TOWN OF BEACON FALLS
10 MAPLE AVENUE
BEACON FALLS, CT 06403

CHAIR

DIANE BETKOSKI

VICE-CHAIRMAN

ANITA GOERIG

SECRETARY

~HRIS YANARELLA

COMMISSIONERS
CHRIS BIELIK
JEFFREY GOERIG

RAY KUNZ

CLERK

MARTHA MELVILLE

November 8, 2011 gt 8200, {({

Mr. Kurt Novak

Town Clerk, Town of Beacon Falls
10 Maple Avenue

Beacon Falls, CT 06403

Dear Mr. Novak:

The Conservation Commission will hold regular meetings in the
Assembly Room of the Beacon Falls Town Hall on the following
Mondays at 6 p.m.:

December 5, 2011

January 9, 2012 - January 2, holiday
February 6, 2012
March 5, 2012
April 2, 2012

May 7, 2012

June 4, 2012

July 2, 2012
August 6, 2012
September 10, 2012
October 1, 2012
November 5, 2012
December 3, 2012

- September 3, holiday

Respectfully Submitted,

letdeletunllc
Conservation Commission Clerk

Cc: Karen Wilsen

Diane Betkoski, Conservation Commission Chair

Anita Goerig, Conservation Commission Vice-Chairman
Conservation Commissioners:

Chris Yanarella

Chris Bielik

Jeffrey Goerig

Ray Kunz



Beacon Falls Conservations Commission
10 Maple Ave.

Beacon Falls, CT 06403

BEACON FALLS CONSERVATION COMMISSION 10 CoA
Regular Monthly Meeting U I Tt T

November 7, 2011 7o é&»
MINUTES /}ﬂlﬁf //,am/
(Draft Copy-Subject to Revision) ,

1. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance

Chairman Diane Betkoski called the meeting to order at 6:03 P.M.
Board Members present: Chris Yanarella, Ray Kunz, Chris Bielik
Absent: Vice Chair Anita Goerig, Jeff Goerig

Public present: James Agostine, Superintendent, Regional School District #16
Hugh Potter, Region 16 Business Manager
Sheryl Feducia, Region 16 Board of Education member
Priscilla Cretella, Region 16 Board of Education member
Donna Cullen, Region 16 Board of Lducation member
“Turner Construction representatives — cost estimators
Fletcher Thompson representatives — scope and design architects

2. Approval of Minutes — October 2011

Motion to accept the October 3. 2011 meeting minutes: Yanarella/Kunz; all approved.

3. Public Comment — Mr. James Agostine, Superintendent, Regional School District #16
Presented an informational session about the upcoming school project going to referendum
in December 2011.

He provided background on the issues of the two clementary schools in Prospect,
Community & Algonquin schools which are dated, inadequate buildings, a fragmented
education (K-3 and grades 4 & 5 are separate), plus Community school needs a roof.

He noted that 2 years ago Region 16 purchased a 47 acre parcel on Route 69 now known as
“75 New Haven Road”; the proposed 85,000 sq ft K-5 school will use 17 acres of the
property which also has some wetlands.

The Board of Education’s solution: to have a school all in one building that is more energy
efficient and would make more efficient use of custodian and food services.

There’s an oppoertunity to take advantage of the property for an outdoor classroom and
walking trails.

Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes November 7, 2011




Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes November 7, 2011

Laurel Ledge renovations — the campus style design is not practical. This is not safc for the
children or energy efficient to leave the doors open for so long, plus much education time is
lost when students have to dress to go outside to get to other parts of the school.

There are many deferred maintenance issues such as the concrete above doorways is
deteriorating and handicapped bathrooms facilities are needed.

District office — inefTicient space for $56,000 per year in rent

Steps toward a solution:

e Purchased property

e The Board of Education formed an ad hoc committee and brainstormed 32
possibilities.

¢ A building committee is now in place with representatives from Prospect and
Beacon Falls.

o There is a deed restriction on the Algonquin property, that it can only be used for
education, recreation or town hall activities. Given this restriction, it is no longer
marketable.

Laurel Ledge renovation will include adding corridors to connect buildings, keeping grades
separate, each pod will have toilets and office areas; and new science and music rooms.
The renovation will occur while the students are in school.

Board of Education offices: ~10,000 sq ft, requirement; project includes renovating
Algonguin by demolishing 20,000 sq ft of the existing school.

Projected costs: [net cost after state reimbursement which has & deadline of June 2012]
New K-5 school at 75 New Haven Rd = $36,608,000 [net $13,911,040]

Laurel Ledge renovations & additions = $7.746,000 [net $4,260,300]

District Office in Algonquin space (excavation, abatement) = $2,371,000 [net $1,553,005]
Total project costs = $46,725,000.00 [net $19,724,345]

Correspondence

D Betkoski informed the Board of Selectmen that the Storm Drain Marker program is
complete and requested how to report any unmarked drains and missing water valve
COVCTS.

ACTION: If any Conservation Commission members note missing water valves or drain
markers, cmail the location(s) to Diane Betkoski.

September Minutes from P&Z Nothing to report concerning the Conservation Commission
CTNOFA organic groups — received 3 sample pamphlets on organic gardening, cannot be
downloaded but can be purchased through CINOFA.

ACTION: Clerk Martha Melville will deliver the 3 sample CTNOFA pamphlets on
organic gardening to the BFPL to add to their reference section in the library.

Received Audubon society magazine.

Membership renewal for Audubon Society is due.

Received a memo from First Selectman Susan Cable about keeping town hall thermostats
at conservative settings.

Received a newsletter from CT Association of Conservation and Inland Wetlands

T4
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Vice Chair Anita Goerig and commissioner Jeff Goerig will attend the CT Association of
Conservation & Inland Wetlands annual meeting in Wallingford on November 12.

5. Storm Drain Management — Diane Betkoski

Project is complete, final memo sent to the Board of Selectmen on October 5, 2011.

6. OQutreach — Anita Goerig - No report

e  Wrap up Community Forum and Discovery Day events
Diane Betkoski had kudos for Vice Chair Anita Goerig for her outstanding effort in
coordinating thesc outreach events,
Chris Bielik feedback: the hands-on portion was well attended, photos online of Discovery
Day and suggestion that any future presentations be recorded.

7. Natural Resource Inventory — Jeff Goerig - No report

8. Open Space Management

e Lantern Ridge — ERT

¢ Chair Diane Betkoski talked with Roman Rosinski from the South West
conservation district who suggested having an intern from the Yale School of Forestry
help with the planning trails as well as to provide some ideas for keeping ATV off
open space property. She will get more information.

¢ Diane Betkoski spoke to Tom Harbinson, Chair of the Shelton Conservation
Commission, and compared what the two towns are doing, BF doing the right things,
good contact for networking

¢ Chris Yanarella spoke to Roman Rosinski & Elaine Sych about other towns
allowing ATVs to use open space, he also talked to NE ATV rider’s assoc, clubs, etc.
all agreed it was a bad idea. The question came up if the local police would have
authority to ticket offenders of misuse, suggestion a mandatory fine and attendance of a
conservation course on proper ATV riding.

ACTION: Chair Diane Betkoski will write a letter to the Board of Selectmen asking if

the Beacon Falls police have the authority to issue citations for misuse (littering, ATV

abuse) of town open spacc parcels.

o SWCD-Yale Intern School of Forestry Proposal

9. Land Use Committee Update — Diane Betkoski

¢ Ordinance — Nothing to report

e Plan of Conservation & Development Update — No meeting, nothing to report
14 201
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10. Planning for 2012

¢ Meeting dates for 2012
Motion to accept proposed 2012 Conservation Commission mecting dates:
Bielik/Yanarella; all approved.

e Goals and Objectives
Diane Betkoski will work on annual report, to include a list of accomplishments
from the 2011 goals and objectives. She requested input from other members for
any information to include in the Conservation Commission annual report.

ACTION: Chris Biclik will contact Ron Holzman, Republican Town Committee

Chairman, requesting suggestions for a 7" member for the Conservation
Commission. Currently, there is one vacancy, depending on election results, ther
may be another opening.

S

2012 goals — There was a review of the 2011 goals, noting what was completed and

what to add; more will be discussed at the December meeting.

Ray Kunz questioned the line between Park & Rec and Conservation Commission,
where does passive recreation such as fishing fall? Discussion that the Conservation

Commission assesses open space and recommends use. The Board of Selectmen
determines which commission will manage this space once activity use has been

decided.

11. Pavment of Invoice

Motion to accept Clerk Martha Melville's invoice requesting payment of $76.25 for the
October 3, 2011 mceting and pay the bill as submitted: Yanarella/Bielik; all approved.

12. Adjournment

The next meeting will be Monday December 5, 2011 at 6 PM.

Motion to adjourn the meeting: Bielik/Yanarella; all approved.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:12 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Martha Melville
Clerk

ces Conservation Commission members
Board of Selectmen
Planning & Zoning Commission
Inland Wetlands Commission
Park & Rec Commission

Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes November 7, 2011
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Beacon Falls Conservation Commission
10 Maple Ave
Beacon Falls, CT 06403

October 31, 2011 CNEAVEN i) I
ki B O

Town Clerk — Kurt Novak
10 Maple Avenue
Beacon Falls, CT 06403

The Beacon Falls Conservation Commission will hold its regular meeting on Monday.
November 7, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. at the Town Hall Assembly Room. The agenda is as
follows:

1. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance

2. Minutes —October 2011

Public Comment
Mr. James Agostine, Superintendent, Regional School District #16

(US)

4. Correspondence
5. Storm Drain Management
0. Qutreach

e Wrap Up-Community Forum and Discovery Day Events
7. Natural Resource Inventory

8. Open Space Management
e Lantern Ridge — ERT Report
e SWCD-Yale Intern School of Forestry Proposal

9. Land Use Committee Update
e Ordinance
e Plan of Conservation & Development Update

10. Planning for 2012
e Meeting dates for 2012
e (Goals and Objectives

11. Payment of Invoice
12. Adjournment

Respectfully submitted,
Martha Melville



Beacon Falls Conservations Commission
10 Maple Ave.

Beacon Falls, CT 06403

Regular Monthly Meeting
October 3, 2011
MINUTES
(Draft Copy-Subject to Revision)

1. Call to Order
Chairman Diane Betkoski called the meeting to order at 6:02 P.M.

Board Members present: Vice Chair Anita Goerig, Chris Yanarella, Ray Kunz, Chris
Bielik

Absent: Jeff Goerig
Public present: Patrick O’Dell from Boy Scout Troop 104

2. Approval of Minutes — September 2011

Motion to accept the September 12, 2011 meeting minutes: A Goerig/Yanarella; all
approved.

3. Public Comment — Patrick O’ Dell

Chairman Betkoski welcomed him to the Conservation Commission meeting.

A Goerig asked Patrick to explain how the Troop proceeded with the Storm Drain
Management. He reported that he worked with J. Mylan on the project {or his Eagle
Scout Badge with Boy Scout Troop 104. The Scouts met over 3 Saturdays and split in
separate groups with adult drivers following maps to mark several hundred drains each
weekend. Patrick O’Dell and the troop marked 876 storm drains for a total of 170 man-
hours. He noted these obstacles: the planning and organizing to make most efficient use
of volunteers and weather causing delays until spring as it was too cold for the labels to
stick.

D Betkoski reiterated the importance of volunteers and involving younger adults in the
work of the Conservation Commission

Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes October 3, 2011
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P O’ Dell noted that the Boy Scouts are always looking for Eagle Scout projects.

R Kunz suggested the Scouts may wish to get involved with the bat habitats. R Kunz
noted that one or more houses for bats must be installed in the right location, during the
right time of ycar, 20 feet off the ground, near water/food source, and the need to identify
appropriate locations in town for houses to be installed.

A Goerig noted that Park & Rec installed bat houses in Matthies Park & Pent Road
facility and P O’Dell said this was an Eagle Scout project in the past.

Ideally the bat habitats should be put up in late summer/early autumn; a project for 2012,

Correspondence

A Goerig announced the receipt of a $100 donation from the Lioness Club of Beacon

Falls for the Community Forum.

ACTION: A Goerig will send the Lioness Club a thank you note for their donation.

Received a Water & soil newsletter; a letter from CI'NOFA about their 3 publications
available. C Bielik suggested having a link from the town/CC web site to these
publications.

A Goerig suggested having a spot outside the library to keep brochures and related
Conservation materials for reference.

D Betkoski shared several brochures that she picked up from the Kellogg Environmental
Center.

Received a letter from the Land use academy offering training workshops on Sat. Nov 5
at CCSU.

Storm Drain Managsement — Diane Betkoski

Kudos to Patrick O’Dell for his report.

C Bielik remarked that he discovered a missing storm drain marker on Rimmon Hill Rd.

ACTION: D Betkoski will check on reordering markers for drains.

R Kunz noted that there was a clogged drain at Pent & Lopus Roads.

Discussion about ongoing maintenance of the drains.

ACTION: D Betkoski will inform the Board of Selectmen that the drain marking project
is complete and inquire how the town plans to manage the ongoing monitoring
and maintenance of these markers. One suggestion might be adding information
on the town web site about whom to contact if someone finds an unmarked or
clogged drain or an exposed water valve drain in the road.

Qutreach — Anita Goerig

Duck Race: Saturday October 1: Thanks to Chris Yanarella for setting up and manning
the table. C Yanarclla noted that many people knew about the event beforehand,
had some questions, kudos about the good publicity, and there was a lot of
interest.

-7
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Community Forum Thursday October 13 (4-9 PM) at WRHS Auditorium

o Anita Goerig will meet with the teachers again before the event.

o Volunteers are needed to fold program guides, to sell/serve pizza, sodas, snacks.
water and to keep students moving from station to station during the CT science
center interactive cxhibits. Diane Betkoski and Chris Bielik will help in cateteria.
Jeff Goerig will welcome people and hand out bags.

There will be a full page ad will be in the October 7 edition of Citizen’s News
Exhibitors will set up at 3:30
The program guide is completed, just needs to be printed.

c O 0 O

Discovery Day Friday October 14 (8AM-1PM) at Matthies Park
o 183 6" graders and 25 high school students will participate.
o Areas in Matthies Park will need to be roped off. Nine 6™ grade teachers will
chaperone.
o Expect 300 people at this event
o A Goerig commented that she has built great relationships with the educators
through this event.

7. Natural Resource Inventory — Jeff Goerig — N/A

8. Open Space Management

e Lantern Ridge — ERT Report — D Betkoski has been researching various types of
signage for passive recreational trail use, educational, directional, informational,
warning, interpretative, and identification for species, foliage, and rocks. She also
contacted Sam Gold from COG for suggestions on possible vendors.

Once this information gathering is complete she can estimate how many signs are
needed and the overall cost which will be included in a report to the Board of
Selectmen.

R Kunz suggested having an informational map at the entrance of the property.

e Updates from Seymour — Anita Goerig
Regarding the February 23, 2011 letter to Mr. Jezierney, Town of Seymour inland
wetlands enforcement officer, she spoke to him about the Seymour entrance point
into Lantern Ridge. Discussion ensued about recommendations to limit use of ATVs
by fencing the area and/or installing cameras but enforcement would be an issue. The
question was raised on how many physical steps the Conservation Commission would
take to deter damage and abuse, 10 include signage, rope fencing, boulders, and
clearly mark that it is Beacon Falls town property for passive usage, and request self-
report of violations.
Chris Yanarella suggested opening the space to ATVs and let local clubs police the
area and report any damage, any abusc and the clubs would lose the privilege of use.

Censervation Commission Meeting Minutes October 3, 2011
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D Betkoski questioned how this type of use could be incorporated as a mixed-use of
this spacc since the recommendation of the ERT report is for passive usc,
conservation and recreation. There is also the question of liability to the town for use
of open space.

ACTION: Chris Yanarelta will research if any ATV clubs are allowed to use town
open space and how other towns have dealt with it. This information can be added (o
ERT report as another aspect considered for the property.

9. Land Use Committee Update — Diane Betkoski

o Ordinance — D Betkoski NTR

¢ Plan of Conservation & Development Update — DD Betkoski
Attended meeting on September 28 with Brian Miller, Town Planner

The core of the down town will be retail; the industrial arca and areas of future
economic growth, the suburban neighborhood area, established residential areas and
rural, undeveloped and/or protected open space.

The plan is to be completed by November, and then will go through P&Z for
approval. The COG will look at it then it will go to a town meeting for approval.

e Toby’s Pond and Recreational Area — D Betkoski
Discussion at the Land Use meeting about the lack of maintenance performed at this
area. Discussion on who owns this property, who is responsible for management and
maintenance of the area.
First Sclectman Susan Cable was kept up to date on these problems.
A Goerig noted that the granite bench dedicated to Ed Jurzynski needs to be moved
further away from the river, it was under water. This was discussed in the mecting
stating that the bench had been taken off site to repair but was put back in the
incorrect location.

New Business:

Chris Bielik shared information about supporting wind power
(www.communityenergyine.com/ct) by adding green energy sources into the cnergy
grid. Discussions ensued regarding zoning, noise level, and if there are any
restrictions or current zoning guidelines.

10. Pavment of Inveice

Motion to accept Clerk Martha Melville's invoice requesting payment of $72.50 for the
September 12, 2011 meeting and pay the bill as submitted: Yanarella/Bielik; all approved.

-7 21
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11. Adjournment

The next meeting will be Monday November 7, 2011 at 6 PM.

Motion to adjourn the meeting: Yanarella/A Goerig; all approved.
Meeting was adjourned at 7:28 P.M.

Respectfully submitted.

Martha Melville
Clerk

cc:

Conservation Commission members
Board of Selectmen

Planning & Zoning Commission
Inland Wetlands Commission

Park & Rec Commission

T =T o
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Beacon Falls Conservations Commiss m‘

10 Maple Ave.

Beacon Falls, CT 06403

BEACON FALLS CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Regular Monthly Meeting
September 12, 2011
MINUTES
(Draft Copy-Subject to Revision)

1. Call to Order
Chairman Diane Betkoski called the meeting to order at 6:01 P.M.

Present: Board Members Vice Chair Anita Goerig, Jetf Goerig, Chris Yanarella, Ray
Kunz, Chris Bielik

Motion to accept September 12, 2011 agenda: Yanarella/Bielik; all approved.

2. Approval of Minutes — August 2011

Motion to accept the August 1, 2011 meeting minutes: A Goerig/Kunz; all approved. C
Bielik abstained as he was not present at the August meeting.

3. Public Comment - none

4. Correspondence
Received July 21 meeting minutes from Planning &Zoning; items included: heating oil
storage improvements; discussion of a potential adult entertainment business in town.
Nothing significant to impact the Conservation Commission.

5. Storm Drain Management — Diane Betkoski
Boy Scout Troop 104 will continue to monitor the markings on the drains.
Discussion about exposed water valve drains on roads, probably due to the high ground
water beneath the roads, which creates a possible liability to the town.
Motion for Chairman Diane Betkoski to write a memo to the Board of Selectman
identifving the exposed water valve drains on roads as a problem as well as gravel
washing out in several locations. Also she will inquire what the plan is to address these
problems along with the vegetation growing out of the storm drains: Bielik/Yanarella;
all approved.

Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes September 12, 2011




6. Qutreach — Anita Goerig

A Goerig has invited the Boy Scout troop 104 to the October 3 mecting.

Chris Bielik passed on positive feedback to Anita Goerig on the CONSERV
Publication.

Kudos to A Goerig from D Betkoski on the quality of the CONSERYV brochure.

Community Forum Thursday October 13 (4-9 PM) at WRHS Auditorium

O

O

c O O 0O 0

o 0

O

A Goerig will have a list of duties for Conservation Commissioners to sign up for
at the October 3 meeting.

C Yanarella will look for materials needed to construct a sandwich board sign to
put on the median downtown to advertise these events.

Food — pizza and snacks will be available during the Community Forum.

A Goerig requested that members distribute the flyers she handed out.

The CT Parks and Forests Association will have a vendor table at Forum

A Goerig created a display outside the library to promote the 2-day event.
Gabricl’s Bike Shop and CT Outdoors will have tables. COG, Boy Scouts, and
sponsors will also have tables.

Tabletop exhibits and student volunteers have been sccured for the Forum.

All vendors have rcceived a map of the location of their table at the Forum.
Press releases have been sent out on the 2-day event and sponsors who are
donating funds. The latest article in Citizens News was presented.

The commissions” web site, Blog, Twitter and Facebook pages are updated
continually for viewers to see current information.

The Forum and Discovery Day events have been generously sponsored by
community businesses and non-profit agencies.

Discovery Day Friday October 14 (8AM-1PM) at Matthies Park

O

A Goerig has secured Lori Brandt, Education Director with CT Parks and Forests
Association as another leader for the event.

A Goerig met with 6 tcachers: Dr. Elizabeth Johnson, Post University; Jill Blasi &
Lisa Croce, WRHS; Kristin Bernier, Sandra Pantaleo & Diana Shiboski LRMS to
flush out all the details of the event. Next meeting date 9/26 at 2:30 PM.

A Goerig has a list of action items as a result of the meeting.

A Goerig reports that the number of students attending the Discovery Day event is
250. Students will be broken into 8 groups for manageability.

Total number of science stations is 6. including the soil pit. The day will end with
a scavenger hunt.

A Goerig hired the buses to transport the 6™ graders to Matthies Park.

Discovery Day will be filmed by R-Media of Danbury.

A Goerig has asked Peter Betkoski to dig 2 soil pits with his back-hoe. She has
put Professor Elizabeth Johnson in touch with Peter to work out details.

D Betkoski will contact Park & Rec about using the sign on the corner of 42 & S
Main St.

SEP 16 20}
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Other Outreach Saturday October 1 (10:30 AM—4:30PM}

o A Goerig has reserved a table at the October 1* Duck Race for the Conservation
Commission. She asked for volunteers to man the table during the day to answer
questions and distribute flyers. Both Goerig’s and D Betkoski will be unavailable.

o C Yanarella volunteered to set up and take down the table and man the table part
of the day during the Duck Race.

o D Betkoski will contact former Conservation Commissioner Bill Chellis to ask
him to help out as a volunteer to man the table.

. Natural Resource Inventory — Jeff Goerig

J Goerig continues to incorporate information from 7 key reports into the NRI which is
ongoing process.

Bird & bat habitat: J Goerig has asked R Kunz to help with building blue bird houses.

Ray Kunz — reported that he gathered information from the C'I' DEEP & Audubon society
about optimum materials for bird houses. He volunteered to create a how-to sheet
including picture of what the blue bird would house look like and would make up
the Kkits, using wood with pre-drilled holes, etc.

R Kunz requested help on the administrative part of this project to include advertising,
collecting money for kits, handling signups for children and their parents as this
would be a good project for an adult and a child; using this as a program in
conjunction with the library was suggested as it has these mechanisms in place.

R Kunz requested some research help as he would like to include some information on
the structure of the bird house to include in the kit: why it’s built the way it is,
how it attracts the birds, it uses imitation suct embedded with sunflower seeds
rather than the whole sunflower seed, it would include dowels on the outside so
the birds can sit and eat.

A Goerig commented that Toby’s Pond would be an ideal site for them to be installed.

D Betkoski sited the Conservation Commission goals for 2011 to develop a habitat
program for birds & bats as well as reaching out to the community and promoting
student involvement in activities. This project may need to be coordinated with
other town commissions and boards.

D Betkoski suggested keeping the Park & Rec department involved.

R Kunz suggested getting the Boy Scouts to help assemble and distribute the houses.

Tabled until 2012. J Goerig will contact R Kunz oftline to discuss plans. J Goerig would
like set a spring 2012 target date to have bird & bat houses ready for distribution.

Open Space Management

¢ Lantern Ridge — ERT Report SEP 1.6 201
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o I Goerig sent this report to J Galligan, town engineer, but no response yct.

D Betkoski sent the open space & land management plan report to members for review in
advance of this meeting.

A Goerig recommended adding a financial estimate on what it will cost to implement.
D Betkoski will include a financial projection for the Lantern Ridge project in a summary
at the end of the report. She will contact Tony SanAngelo on costs for similar

projects at Matthies Park. She will finalize this report for next months’ meeting.

9, Land Use Committee Update — Diane Betkoski

e Ordinance — D Betkoski informed the commissioners that this will not go to a public
meeting until November or December.

¢ Plan of Conservation & Development Update — D Betkoski
Nothing to report; may get more information from next meeting which is at the end

of the month, there should be a 10-year plan in the works.

10. Payment of Invoice

Motion to accept Clerk Martha Melville’s invoice requesting payment of $68.75 for the
August 1, 2011 meeting and pay the bill as submitted: A Goerig/Yanarella; all approved.

11. Adjournment

The next meeting will be Monday October 3, 2011 at 6 PM.

Motion to adjourn the meeting: Bielik/A Goerig; all approved.
Meeting was adjourned at 7:04 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Martha Melville
Clerk

ce:

Conservation Commission members
Board of Selectmen

Planning & Zoning Commission
Inland Wetlands Commission

Park & Rec Commission

“FP 16 20m
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Beacon Falls Conservation Commission

10 Maple Ave

Beacon Falls, CT 06403 ECEIVED -
September 6, 2011 | SEp / OB;;SU,?"{' J |
Town Clerk — Kurt Novak _ﬁ‘é/ (‘?{Cfé

10 Maple Avenue BEAC’ N FALLS TOW'\E CLERK
Beacon Falls, CT 06403

The Beacon Falls Conservation Commission will hold its regular meeting on Monday.
September 12, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. at the Town Hall Assembly Room. The agenda is as
follows:

1. Call to Order

2. Minutes — August 2011

3. Public Comment

4. Correspondence

5. Storm Drain Management
6. Qutreach

e Community Forum
¢ Discovery Day

7. Natural Resource Inventory

8. Open Space Management
e Lantern Ridge — ERT Report

9. Land Use Committee Update
e Ordinance
o Plan of Conservation & Development Update

10. Payment of Invoice

11. Adjournment

Respectfully submitted,

/?M%WL/ Yol vk b

Martha Melville
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(Draft Copy-Subject to Revision) J
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1. Call to Order
Chairman Diane Betkoski called the meeting to order at 7:37 P.M.

Present: Board Members Vice Chair Anita Goerig, Jeff Goerig, Chris Yanarella, Ray
Kunz

Member absent: Chris Bielik

D Betkoski began with introductions of members to new member Ray Kunz and
described an outline of the Conservation Commission including subcommittces, projects
and focus.

R Kunz asked about the relationship between Park & Rec and the Conservation
Commission, and suggested improvements for use of Toby’s Pond.

D Betkoski gave an example of River Bend Park open space property (1-2 acres primarily
for fishing) that the Conservation Commission was the manager of this property which
was then turned over to Park & Rec. The Conservation Commission has no decision
making responsibility, only can make recommendations to the Board of Selectmen on
what to do with open space. The Conservation Commission has input to 10-year strategic
plan for the town.

ACTION: D Betkoski will forward goals & objectives to R Kunz to get him up to speed.
ACTION: M Melville will forward recent meeting minutes to R Kunz.

A Goerig adds under 6. Qutreach: Community Forum and Discovery Day events. D
Betkoski adds under 9. Open Space Management: ERT Satisfaction Survey

Motion to accept amended agenda: Yanarella/A Goerig; all approved.

A Goerig: followed up on the February 23, 2011 letter sent to Mr. Jezierney, Town of
Seymour inland wetlands enforcement officer, he informed her that he never received the
letter, A Goerig faxed it to him.
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J Goerig was unsuccessful in contacting J. Galligan, Town Engineer, to assist in determining
the GPS boundaries of the Lantern Ridge parcel.

ACTION: D Betkoski will email J. Galligan and cc J Goerig and the Board of Selectman
requesting he contact Jeff Goerig.

2. Approval of Minutes — July 2011

Motion to accept the July 11, 2011 meeting minutes: A Goerig/J Goerig; all approved. C
Yanarella and R Kunz abstained as they were not at the July meeting.

3. Public Comment - NTR

4. Correspondence
The Habitat newsletter was distributed.

5. Storm Drain Management

100% complete. D Betkoski gave kudos to A Goerig for press release sent out thanking
Boy Scout Troop 104 and their leader, Anne O’Dell for their help. The entire troop was
invited to the Conservation Commission October 3 mecting and the troop is expected to
participate in the Community Forum.

6. Qutreach — Anita Goerig

Community Forum Thursday October 13 4-9 PM at WRHS - newsletter going out to the
printer this week. A Gocerig asked members to submit mailing addresses for anyone
outside of Beacon Falls who should receive the newsletter. They will be mailed out to ali
Beacon TI'alls households the week of September 5, 2011.

A deposit made to the Connecticut Science Center for interactive activities to be held in
the WRHS cafeteria for grades K-8. She reiterated that this event can only be
accomplished with help from sponsors. A Goerig will have table at Duck Race to
advertise these events. A variety of vendors will be at this event.

Motion to pay $50.00 for a one-day food vendor permit: Yanarella/] Goerig; all
approved.

Discovery Day — Friday October 14 8 AM — 1 PM at Matthies Park
Post University students will be act as guides.
She suggested having conducted walks in Matthies Park for adults.

A Goerig requested help with:
e setting up a display space in the library area to be completed by the end of August

to advertise the Outreach events. — D Betkoski voluntcered
¢ making sandwich board signs to put downtown for advertising
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e posting flyers downtown also needed. — C Yanarella volunteered

A Goerig distributed copies of the community forum flyer to CC members. A press
release will go out this week to papers.

7. Natural Resource Inventory — Jeff Goerig

J. Goerig continues to review the data he received from former CC member Bill Chellis.
e will incorporate the environmental reviews into the NRI.

8. Open Space Management

e Lantern Ridge — ERT Report
Using J Goerig’s suggestions from last meeting; D Betkoski presented a preliminary
report to the members. Discussion:

o Complete boundaries by November 1, 2011, dependent on cooperation from the
(own engineer.

¢ Invasive species: suggestion to recruit the Boy Scouts to pull out the Japanese
Slit Grass infestation

» Adding another category: signage to address types, costs, etc.

» Maintenance: jobs will have to be determined if it should be outsourced
professionally, done by paid staff (town crew) or by volunteers, then make thosc
recommendations to the Board of Selectmen.

e Potential grant: A Goerig found a grant source, submission is due by September
1, 2011; C Yanarella questioned if the CC has all the info needed to apply for
this grant.

ACTION: D Betkoski will forward this grant web site to members for review.

e ERT Satisfaction Survey — D Betkoski completed the Kingsmark survey, as required,
everything was highly rated.

Motion to include the Park & Rec Commission as a recipient of the Conservation
Commission monthly minutes to enhance communications: Betkoski/A Goerig; all
approved.

9. Land Usc Committee Update

e Ordinance — Beacon Falls Town Attorney Byrne emailed the most updated copy of the
Land Use ordinance to A Goerig at D Betkoski’s request. This will be presented to the
town for approval. D) Betkoski recommended that everyone attend this town mecting
when it comes up for a vote.

e Plan of Conscrvation & Development Update — Anita Goerig AUG ‘§]]¥ 3
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No quorum for meeting, held a workshop instead. Rimmon Hill discussion about storm
water management, Brian Miller, Town Planner was in attendance. A Goerig would send
open space project form to Brian Miller.

10. Payment of Invoice

Motion to accept Clerk Martha Melville’s invoice reguesting payment of $91.25 for the July
11, 2011 meeting and pay the bill as submitted: Yanarella/Kunz; all approved.

C Yanarella suggested changing the meeting time to earlier in the day.
Motion to change regular meeting time from 7:30 PM to 6 PM on the first Monday:
A Goerig/Yanarella; all approved.

11. Adjournment
The next meeting will be Monday September 12, 2011 at 6 PM.

Discussion:

New Conservation Commissioner Ray Kunz shares these comments about himself:
retired engineer; likes to canoe, fly fisherman, teaches fly tying. Former Park & Rec
commission member and Boy Scout leader. Available to teach tying flics potential library
adult program. He also enjoys making landscaping models.

Motion to adjourn the meeting: Yanarella/A Goerig; all approved.
Meeting was adjourned at 9:3 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

INavtte fhelvct Lo

Martha Melville
Clerk

cc:

Conservation Commission members
Board of Selectmen

Planning & Zoning Commission
Inland Wetlands Commission

Park & Rec Commission

AUG -5 20
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Beacon Falls Conservation Commission

10 Maple Ave
Beacon Falls, CT 06403

; [O-z044 1 |
August 5, 2011 il.l 7 jUG 75201 11 J)
Kurt Novak, Town Clerk ! / &Zéf ’ !
Town of Beacon Falls ! BEAZON FALLS TOWN CLERK

10 Maple Avenue
Beacon Falls, CT 06403

Dear Mr. Novak:
Re: Time change for Conservation Commission meetings for end of 2011

The Conservation Commission voted at their August 1, 2011 meeting to change the time
of the following meetings for the remainder of 2011:

The Conservation Commission will meet at 6 PM in the Town Hall Assembly Room as
follows: ‘
September 12, 2011 Sept. 5™ — Holiday
October 3, 2011
November 7, 2011
December 5, 2011

Sincerely,
Motio el

/ i 7. 7 .
Martha Melville HolinlLe
Clerk

Cec: Board Members
Karen Wilson, BOS Admin



Beacon Falls Conservation Commission

10 Maple Ave TD CEIVF
Beacon Falls, CT 06403 ; ML(/. A /,
6 20
July 26, 2011 N
Town Clerk — Kurt Novak [ BEACON FALLS Town CLERK |

10 Maple Avenue
Beacon Falls, CT 06403

The Beacon Falls Conservation Commission will hold its regular meeting on Monday,

August 1, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. at the Town Hall Assembly Room. The agenda 1s as
follows:

1. Call to Order

2. Minutes — July 2011

3. Public Comment

4. Correspondence

5. Storm Drain Management
7. Outreach

8. Natural Resource Inventory
9, Open Space Management

e Lantern Ridge — ERT Report

10. Land Use Committee Update
¢ Ordinance
o Plan of Conservation & Development Update

10.  Payment of Invoice
1l.  Adjournment

Respectfully submitted,
Martha Melville



Beacon Falls Conservation Commiss$
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BEACON FALLS CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Regular Monthly Meeting
July 11, 2011
REVISED MINUTES
(Draft Copy-Subject to Revision)

Call to Order

Chairman Diane Betkoski called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M.
D. Betkoski adds agenda item “Correspondence™ after Public Comment. Motion to accept
amended agenda: A. Goerig/C. Bielik; all approved.

Present: Commissioners: Chairman D. Betkoski, Vice Chairman A. Goerig, J. Goerig, C.
Bielik

Member absent: C. Yanarella
Also present: Joshua Carey from the Connecticut Community I'oundation

Approval of Minutes

A. Goerig amends the June 6, 2011 minutes regarding the $22,000 referenced by R. Minnick.
this money was in the town budget 15-20 years ago and advises not spend the time trying to
identify it 1n today’s budget.

J. Goerig amends the June 6, 2011 minutes by adding “draft” rcgarding the Conserv
newsletter distributed by A. Goerig at the June 6, 2011 meeting.

D. Betkoski amends the reference to J. Milan in the June 6, 2011 minutes: correct spelling is
Mylan. She recommends rewording “It was noted that J. Milan does not want to have
anything to do with the Commission.” to “It was noted that J. Mylan does not wish to have
any sort of recognition for his work on the storm drain management.”

Motion to accept the June 6, 2011 meeting minutes with the above changes: J. Goerig/C.
Bielik; all approved.

ACTION: Clerk, M. Melville will re-file the June 6, 2011 minutes to include the abovc
changes with the Beacon Falls Town Clerk.

Public Comment - none

Correspondence

P&Z activity via mecting minutes: Due to impact of housing market, not much activity:
incentive housing was discussed. A motion was made to accept Oakwood Drive as a town

Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes July 11, 2011




road. Blight issues are being addressed. Dr. Dey’s office is moving forward by secking a
zone change so he can have a new facility built.

Received the annual report from the Council of Governments. The Beacon Falls land map
was included, plus an article on Geographic Information System.

Received a membership renewal notice from the Connecticut Association of Conservation
and Inland Wetlands Commission. ACTON: D. Betkoski will process this membership
renewal application and check request for both the Conservation and the Inlands Wetlands
Commission as in the past.

Received a letter from the First Selectman sent to all commissions and departments about not
spending any funds at the end of the last fiscal year.

Received Audubon magazine. D. Betkoski forwarded to J. Goerig.

4. Connecticut Community Foundation — Presentation of Sponsorship Check

Anita Goerig, as chair of Community Qutreach, applied for a sponsorship for public
education (o use for the Conservation Commission’s Community Forum and Discovery Day
events on October 13 & 14, 2011. Joshua Carey from the Connecticut Community
Foundation presented a $750 grant to the Conservation Commission. She remarked that this
was a very important sponsorship and that the Community Forum and Discovery Day events
would not come into fruition had it not been for the generous support of sponsors likc CCF.
She warmly welcomed and thanked him for the support from the CCF which is especially
critical in this tight economic climate.

Mr. Carey also distributed information packets to commission members and highlighted
donations the CCF has made to other organizations in Beacon Falls.

5. Storm Water Management

D. Betkoski spoke with Ann O’Dell, Boy Scout Troop 104 leader, who reported that the
storm drain markings are 100% complete. She volunteered to hold onto supplies as the troop
will retrace their steps and replace any missing insignia on the drains.

ACTION: A. Goerig will send a press release thanking Boy Scout Troop 104 for their work
on the Storm Water Draining Marking project.

6. Outreach — A. Goerig

Conservation Commission’s Community Forum and Discovery Day events on October 13 &
14, 2011: fund-raising efforts are helping to make these events a reality. Discussion of topic
tabled until the August 1 meeting,.

Received 2 checks: Connecticut Community Foundation grant $750 and a $250 donation
from O&G Industries.

The Connecticut Science Center has a deposil ready to be signed off.

The newsletter invoices were paid.

She is holding off publishing the newsletter awaiting a town email address to use as a
contact.

A potential Conservation Commission member, Ray Kuntz, has been named.

ACTION: D Betkoski will check on the status of when Ray Kuntz will be sworn in and be
available for Conservation Commission meetings.

JUL 26 oo
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7. Natural Resource Inventory — J. Gocerig

J. Goerig received the maps and geological surveys from W. Chellis who is no longer on this
committee. They, along with C. Bielik, worked on it; J. Goerig volunteered to chair this
subcommittee and will be assisted by C Biclik.

Motion for Jeff Goerig to assume the chair position of the Natural Resources Inventory
subcommittee: C. Biclik/A. Goerig; all approved.

8. Open Space Management

. Land Use Management

At June 22 I.and Use Management Committee meeting the proposed l.and Use Ordinance
was reviewed. The public was present, no adverse comments were received. The ordinance
was forwarded (o Board of Sclectmen to decide if it will go to public vote for approval.
Members are asked to attend once the date of town meeting for this vote is announced.

. Open Space Usage and Management for Lantern Ridge - Discussion and
Recommendations

J. Goerig provided recommendations on the ERT report for this 97 acre parcel:
recommending signage necessary for points of interest, adding trails, limiting access would
control use of 4x4. ATV, and horses using these narrow trails. He stressed a balance between
nature and hikers for passive use. J. Goerig stated that dogs should be lcashed at all times so
that nest disturbance and general harassment of wildlife is minimized, biking and walking
trails should be made and hunting should be allowed due to the large population. Such a
practice could prevent extensive poaching, suspected from the deer stand on the site. An
invasive species, Japanese silk grass, was spotted and needs to be pulled out by hand to avoid
further seeding especially by hikers. This plant will produce seeds in the August/Septcmber
time frame. Limiting vehicular access, by working with other property owners, would
eliminate the further spread of invasive plants. The rest of the boundarics need to be marked.
ACTION: J. Goerig will continue to try to contact J. Galligan, Town Engincer, to assist in
marking the boundaries of the Lantern Ridge parcel.

ACTION: D. Betkoski will follow up on her I'ebruary 23, 2011 letter to Mr. Jezierncy,
Town of Seymour inland wetlands enforcement officer, on the status of Seymour side of the
Lantern Ridge parcel. She suggested coming up with ways to monitor any activity on this
land.

ACTION: D. Betkoski will write a preliminary report of the Lantern Ridge project to
include what the usage should be (trails, hours of operation, will hunting be allowed) and
what resources are needed to maintain and manage this parcel. This report will be discussed
at the August 1* meeting before being presented to the Board of Selectmen and to the Land
Use Committee. The Conservation Commission will also request volunteer involvement for
marking, weeding, etc. and see what funding is available. A. Goerig volunteered to research
the fundraising and education components.

ACTION: J. Goerig will email his notes on the Lantern Ridge report to the committee
mermbers.
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9, Land Use Committee Update

. Plan of Conservation & Development Update — D. Betkoski provided an update on a
discussion from the June 22 mecting where it was reported that a request has been made to
transfer money from O&G Industries gift fund to support the Streetscape project. She
reviewed a July 5 letter written by the chair of the Land Use Committee to the chair of the
Planning & Zoning Commission, asking that these funds not be transferred. O&G funds are
restricted for Toby’s Pond, not for downtown use.

. Natural Resource Inventory Report — D. Betkoski

The Conservation Commission was asked by B. Miller, Town Planner, to submit a report on
its Natural Resource Inventory process and what has been accomplished to date. A discussion
followed with all agreeing with a goal to do a complete inventory, based on sampling of
parcels and use existing ERT reports.

The Conservation Commission has created a subgroup, chaired by Jeff Goerig, to look nto
CT State resources for GPS and map updates. This report will provide information to
decision makers and include goals and objectives, using existing reports to give a broad
brush of the town.

. Map of Open Space Parcels

A. Goerig has posted open space maps to the town web site which will be available once the
web site is open to the public. There are links that will be on the final web site.

ACTION: A. Goerig will email D. Betkoski the overview open space map file for inclusion
in this report.

10. Pavment of Invoice

Motion to accept Clerk Lauren Classey’s invoice requesting payment of $198.00 for April &
May meetings and pay the bill as submitted: A. Goerig/C. Bielik; all approved.

11. Adjournment

The next meeting will be Monday August 1, 2011. C. Bielik noted he may be out of town for
that meeting,

Motion to adjourn the meeting: C. Bielik/A. Goerig; all approved.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:52 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

LA A
Dhstia Deived te
Martha Melville
Clerk

cc:

Conservation Commission members
Board of Selectmen

Planning & Zoning Commission
Inland Wetlands Commission
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Beacon Falls Conservation Comnj

10 Maple Ave.

Beacon Falls, CT 06403

BEACON FALLS CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Regular Monthly Meeting
July 11, 2011
MINUTES
(Draft Copy-Subject to Revision)

1. Call to Order

Chairman D. Betkoski called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M.

D. Betkoski adds agenda item “Correspondence” after Public Comment. Motion to accept
amended agenda: A. Goerig/C. Bielik; all approved.

Present: Commissioners: Chairman D. Betkoski, Vice Chairman A. Goerig, J. Goerig, C. Bielik
Member absent: C. Yanarella

Also present: Joshua Carey from Connecticut Community Foundation

2. Approval of Minutes

A. Goerig amends the June 6, 2011 minutes regarding the $22,000 refercnced by R. Minnick,
this money was in the town budget 15-20 years ago and advises not spend the time trying to
identify it in today’s budget.

J. Goerig amends the June 6, 2011 minutes by adding “draft” regarding the Conserv newsletter
distributed by A. Goerig at the June 6, 2011 meeting.

D. Betkoski amends the reference to J. Milan in the June 6, 2011 minutes: correct spelling is
Mylan. She recommends rewording “Tt was noted that J. Milan does not want to have anything to
do with the Commission.” to “It was noted that J. Mylan does not wish to have any sort of
recognition for his work on the storm drain management.”

Motion to accept the June 6, 2011 meeting minutes with the above changes: J. Goerig/C. Bielik;
all approved.

ACTION: Clerk, M., Melville will re-file the June 6, 2011 minutes to include the above changes
with the Beacon Falls Town Clerk.

3. Public Comment - none

Correspondence

P&Z activity via meeting minutes:
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Due to impact of housing market, not much activity; incentive housing was discussed

A motion was made to accept Oakwood Drive as a town road.

Blight issues are being addressed.

Dr. Dey’s office is moving forward by seeking a zone change so he can have a new facility built.
Received the annual report from the Council of Governments. The Beacon Falls land map was
included, plus an article on Geographic Information System.

Received a membership renewal notice from the Connecticut Association of Conservation and
Inland Wetlands Commission. ACTON: D. Betkoski will process this membership renewal
application and check request for both the Conservation and the Inlands Wetlands Commission
as in the past.

Received a letter from the First Selectman sent to all commissions and departments about not
spending any funds at the end of the last fiscal year.

Received Audubon magazine. D. Betkoski forwarded to J. Goerig.

4. Connecticut Community Foundation — Presentation of Sponsorship Check
A. Goerig applied for a sponsorship for public education to use for the Conservation
Commission’s Community Forum and Discovery Day events on October 13 & 14, 2011.

Joshua Carey from the Connecticut Community Foundation presented a $750 grant {o the
Conservation Commission. He distributed information packets to commission members and
highlighted donations the CCF has made to organizations in Beacon Falls.

5. Storm Water Management

D. Betkoski spoke with Ann O’Dell, Boy Scout Troop 104 leader, who reported that the storm
drain markings are 100% complete. She volunteered to hold onto supplies as the troop will
retrace their steps and replace any missing insignia on the drains.

ACTION: A. Goerig will send a press release thanking Boy Scout Troop 104 for their work on
the Storm Water Draining Marking project.

6. OQOutreach — A. Goerig

Conservation Commission’s Community Forum and Discovery Day events on October 13 & 14,
2011: discussion tabled until the August 1 meeting.

Received 2 checks: Connecticut Community Foundation grant $750 and a $250 donation from
0&G Industries.

The Connecticut Science Center has a deposit ready to be signed off.

The newsletter invoices were paid.

She is holding off publishing the newsletter awaiting a town email address to usc as a contact.

A potential Conservation Commission member, Ray Kuntz, has been named.

ACTION: D Betkoski will check on the status of when Ray Kuntz will be sworn in and
available for Conservation Commission meetings.

LT85 200
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7. Natural Resource Inventory — J. Goerig

J. Goerig received the maps and geological surveys from W. Chellis who is no longer on this
committee. They, along with C. Bielik, worked on it; J. Goerig volunteered to chair this
subcommittee and will be assisted by C Bielik.

Motion for Jeff Goerig to_assume the chair position of the Natural Resources Inventory
subcommittee: C. Bielik/A. Goerig; all approved.

8. Open Space Management

¢ [and Use Management

At June 22 Land Use Management Committee meeting the proposed Land Use Ordinance was
reviewed. The public was present, no adverse comments were received. The ordinance was
forwarded to Board of Selectmen to decide if it will go to public vote for approval. Members are
asked to attend once the date of town meeting for this vote is announced.

e Open Space Usage and Management for Lantern Ridge — Discussion and Recommendations
I. Goerig provided comments on the report on this 97 acre parcel: recommending signage
necessary for points of interest, adding trails, limiting access would control use of 4x4. ATV,
and horses using these narrow trails. He stressed a balance between nature and hikers. Dogs
need to be leashed so they don’t disturb nesting birds or other animals; a deer stand was seen,
poaching was suspected; an invasive species, Japanese silk grass was spotted and needs to be
hand pulled to avoid further seeding especially by hikers. This plant will produce seeds in the
August/September timeframe.

Vehicular access: working with other property owner, would spread further invasive plants. The
rest of the boundaries need to be marked. A parcel of Lantern Ridge was locked.

ACTION: J. Goerig will continue to try to contact J. Galligan, Town Engincer, to assist in
marking the boundaries of the Lantern Ridge parcel.

ACTION: D. Betkoski will follow up on her February 23, 2011 letter to Mr. Jezierney, Town
of Seymour inland wetlands enforcement officer, on the status of Seymour side of the Lantern
Ridge parcel. She suggested coming up with ways to monitor any activity on this land.
ACTION: D. Betkoski will write a preliminary report of the Lantern Ridge project to include
what the usage should be (trails, hours of operation, will hunting be allowed) and what
resources are needed to maintain and manage this parcel. This report will be discussed at the
August 1* meeting before being presented to the Board of Selectmen and to the Land Use
Committee. The Conservation Commission will also request volunteer involvement for
marking, weeding, etc. and see what funding is available. A. Goerig volunteered to research the
fundraising and education components.

ACTION: J. Goerig will email his notes on the Lantern Ridge report to the commitiee
members.

Y 15 20"
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9, Land Use Committce Update

e Plan of Conservation & Devclopment Update — D. Betkoski provided an update on a
discussion from the June 22 meeting where it was reported that a request has been made to
transfer money from O&G Industries gift fund to support the Strectscape project. She
reviewed a July 5 letter written by the chair of the Land Use Committee to the chair of the
Planning & Zoning Commission, asking that these funds not be transferred. O&G funds are
restricted for Toby's Pond, not for downtown use.

e Natural Resource Inventory Report — D. Betkoski

The Conservation Commission was asked by B. Miller, Town Planner, to submit a report on its
Natural Resource Inventory process and what has been accomplished to date. A discussion
followed with all agreeing with a goal to do a complete inventory, based on sampling of parcels
and use existing ERT reports.

The Conservation Commission has created a subgroup, chaired by Jeft Goerig, to look into CT
State resources for GPS and map updates. This report will provide information to decision
makers and include goals and objectives, using existing reports to give a broad brush of the town.

¢ Map of Open Space Parcels

A. Goerig has posted open space maps to the town web site which will be available once the web
site 1s open to the public. There are links that will be on the final web site.

ACTION: A. Goerig will email D. Betkoski the overvicw open space map file for inclusion in
this report.

10. Payment of Invoice

Motion to accept Clerk Lauren Classey’s invoice requesting payment of $198.00 for April &
May meetings and pay the bill as submitted; A. Goerig/C. Bielik; all approved.

11. Adjournment
The next meeting will be Monday August 1, 2011. C. Bielik noted he may be out of town for that

mecting.

Motion to adjourn the meeting: C. Bielik/A. Goerig; all approved.

Mecting was adjourned at 8:52 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Ihistto Nlediitee

Martha Melville
Clerk
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Beacon Falls Conservation Commission
10 Maple Ave — 7
Beacon Falls, CT 06403 | D EG E{U W E
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June 29, 2011 jUN ’

Town Clerk — Kurt Novak
10 Maple Avenue
Beacon Falls, CT 06403

BEACON FALLS TOWN CLERK _{

The Beacon Falls Conservation Commission will hold its regular meeting on Monday,
July 11,2011 at 7:30 p.m. at the Town Hall Assembly Room. The agenda is as follows:

1. Call to Order
2. Minutes — June 6, 2011

Public Comment

(W)

4. Connecticut Community Foundation-Presentation of Sponsorship Check
5. Storm Water Management

6. Qutreach

7. Natural Resource Inventory

8. Open Space Management

s [and Use Ordinance

e Open Space Usage and Management for Lantern Ridge-Discussion and
Recommendations

9. Land Use Committce
* Plan of Conservation & Development Update
* Natural Resource Inventory Report
* Map of Open Space Parcels

10.  Payment of Invoice

Adjournment

/)@é { "é/c [le

Respectfully submltted
Martha Melyville, Clerk
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BEACON FALLS TOWN CLERK !

10 Maple Ave,

Beacon Falls, CT 06403

BEACON FALLS CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Regular Monthly Meeting
June 6, 2011
MINUTES

Chairman D. Betkoski called the meeting to order at 7:40 P.M.
Present: Board Members A. Goerig, J. Goerig, C. Bielik. C. Yanarella arrived at 7:50 P.M.
ALSO PRESENT: R. Minnick arrived at 8:15

Approval of Minutes

A. Goerig motioned to accept the May 2011 meeting minutes. C. Bielik 2" the motion.
All voted aye.

Public Comment

None.

Correspondence

D. Betkoski received P&Z meeting minutes from February, March and April. She will
review them at home and pass on any information that is pertinent to the rest of the board.

A brochure on the habitat was received.
A letter from R. Minnick was read regarding the increase in pay for board clerks.
(D. Betkoski asked C. Biclik where this issue stood and C. Bielik answered that to the best

of his knowledge, there has not yet been any action on this issue.)

An invoice from M. Melville was received.




A legislative alert was received. D. Betkoski will look it over.

(A brief discussion about the possibility of the new Board Secretary picking up the mail on a
weekly basis took place as it was noted that the dates of the correspondents go back at least
a month)

The Council of Governments annual report was received. D. Betkoski will review it.

A document regarding the CT Department of Transportation metro railroad was received.
D. Betkoski will review it for clarification. It was noted that Inlands and Wetlands and P&Z
also received this document.

A lctter from Lisa Swanson re Riverbend Park was read and attached for filing purposes.

A Thank you to Volunteers from S. Cable was received.

An invoice from Bymne and Byrne in the amount of $405 was received. D. Betkoski will
pass it on to be reviewed and paid.

A legislative alert regarding Storm Water Permits and Erosion was reccived.

A document from CT Farmland and their Federal Program update was received.
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After opening all the mail, D. Betkoski commented that she will try and pick up the mail
more frequently.

D. Betkoski polled the Board Members to get their approval to re-arrange the agenda. All
voted aye.

D. Betkoski announced B. Chellis and L. Classey’s resignation from this Commission and
also discussed the position of Secretary. After a discussion with each member, C. Yanarella
agreed to be the Secretary and pick up the mail but he also noted that he would like there to
be a push to replace positions on this Board. All agreed. The responsibilities of the
Secretary were discussed. D. Betkoski noted that they would include picking up the mail,
possible writing of correspondence if needed. The discussion continued with D. Betkoski
noting that they would like to have expericnced recruitments.

Chris Bielik motioned to nominate C. Yanarella as Secretary of the Conservation
Commission. A. Goerig 2" the motion. All voted aye.

D. Betkoski noted that M. Melville will be available to clerk for the July meeting. It was
noted that L. Classey will be a back up for meetings if she is available.

Town Of Beacon Falls New Web Page

Anita Goerig noted that she has provided thc web designer VTH with a lot of
information including rotating images, events, news, agendas, minutes, downloadable
media and more. It was noted that that Conservation Commission’s input to the web
page could certainly be a model as each department is to provide VIH with the
information they would like on their pages and so far, the Conservation Commission is
ahead of the game. [t was noted that the new website should be ready by mid-July. D.
Betkoski noted that she is very proud of the web site and that they are very fortunate to
have A. Goerig and C. Yanarella’s skills and that their website can be a benchmark that
other should strive for. A lengthy discussion continued on this subject.

D. Betkoski thanked A. Goerig for all her work on the website.

Storm Drain Management

D. Betkoski noted that A. O’Dell’s troop will be finishing up the last 10% of the storm
drains. 1. Betkoski noted that she thanked her.

Qutreach
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Anita Goerig handed out the draft Conserv Newsletter for all to review. She also noted that
she was able to raise $2,000 which she would like to usc on the interactive science progran.
Anita passed around a compass that she is planning on handing out. The compass cost
$3.95 and it will have the Conservation Commission’s logo on it. A. Goerig explained what
is coming up for Discovery Day and she listed her sponsors; The Connecticut Community
Forum, O & G, Post University, ARC CT, Natural Princes and R. Media. A. Goerig will
have the newsletter printed this month and will correct the spelling ot C. Bielik' name.

Chris Yanarella suggested that something regarding recruitment be put in the newsletter. D.
Betkoski noted that she will bring it up to the Selectmen so that they could advertise that the
Commission is looking for members. It was noted that J. Milan does not want to have anything
to do with the Commiission. [Revised at July 11, 2011 meeting: D. Betkoski amends the reference
to J. Milan in the June 6, 2011 minutes: correct spelling is Mylan. She recommends rewording
“It was noted that J. Milan does not want 1o have anything to do with the Commission.” to “If
was noted that J. Mylan does not wish to have any sort of recognition for his work on the storm
drain management. ']

It was noted that someone will contact Marlene Sandel to see if she 1s ready to become a
volunteer Conservation Commission Board Member.

Anita Goerig noted that even though summer is here, she is hoping that all will still be
involved with the forum and signage.

Natural Resource Inventorv

It was noted that the town planner is putting together various memo’s regarding putting the
Natural Resource Inventory into the plan of conservation. R. Minnick explained that the
2002 was a good plan. A lengthy discussion continued with R. Minnick using examples of
cluster housing and whether one would want them or not (it was noted that he would not).
R. Minnick noted that the Sewer Commission and P&Z are beginning to talk but their plans
aren’t matching up. D. Betkoski noted that they are fortunate to have this Land Use Board.
A lengthy discussion continued.

Diane Betkoski thanked R. Minnick for his input.

Open Space Management

¢ The Board Members discussed scheduling a date to mark the boundaries at Lantern Ridge. A. Goerig
suggested that they dedicate the next meeting to discussing Lantern Ridge. It was noted that they
have some great ideas of what they envision.

4. R. Minnick brought up $22,000 that was supposed to be for Conservation. C. Bielik will talk
with M. Gomes to see if he knows anything about or where the $22.000 might be. [Revised at
July 11, 2011 meeting: A. Goerig amends the June 6, 2011 minutes regarding the $22,000
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referenced by R. Minnick, this money was in the town budget 15-20 years ago and advises not
spend the time trying to identify it in today’s budget.]

Anita Goerig noted that she would like the Conservation Commission to have their own email address.

Land Use Committee Update

The Land Use Ordinance was discussed. It was noted that they need to push this forward. A
lengthy discussion continued on this with C. Bielik noting that J. Rodrigo had been satisfied
therefore the ordinance should pass. C. Yanarella noted he will speak to J. Rodrigo.

D. Betkoski agreed that this issue should be forced however she believes it belongs in Land Use.
D. Betkoski noted that she will draft a letter but it should come from the [.and Use Board.

There is a meeting on 6/22 to address the ordinance and they would like representation from the
Conservation Commission.

Payvment of Invoice

Chris Bielik motioned to accept M. Melville’s Clerk’s invoice for payment. C. Yanarella
2" the motion. All voted aye.

Anita Goerig motioned to adjourn the meeting. C. Yanarella 2" the motion. All voted aye.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:05 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Lauren Classey

Revised by
Martha Melville
Clerk

July 13, 2011
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Beacon Falls Conservations Commissigi=ACON FALLS TOWN CLERK

10 Maple Ave.

Beacon Falls, CT 06403

BEACON FALLS CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Regular Monthly Meeting
June 6, 2011
MINUTES
(Draft Copy-Subject to Revision)

Chairman D. Betkoski called the meeting to order at 7:40 P.M.
Present: Board Members A. Goerig, J. Goerig, C. Bielik. C. Yanarella arrived at 7:50 P.M.

ALSO PRESENT: R Minnick arrived at 8:15

Approval of Minutes

A. Goerig motioned to accept the May 2011 meeting minutes. C. Bielik 2™ the motion.
All voted aye.

Public Comment

None.

Correspondence

D. Betkoski received P&Z meeting minutes from February, March and April. She will
review them at home and pass on any information that is pertinent to the rest of the board.

A brochure on the habitat was received.

A letter from R. Minnick was read regarding the increase in pay for board clerks.




(D. Betkoski asked C. Bielik where this issue stood and C. Bielik answered that to the best
of his knowledge, there has not yet been any action on this issue.)

An invoice from M. Melville was received.

A legislative alert was received. D. Betkoski will look it over.

(A brief discussion about the possibility of the new Board Secretary picking up the mail on a
weekly basis took place as it was noted that the dates of the correspondents go back at least
a month)

The Council of Governments annual report was received. D. Betkoski will review it.

A document regarding the CT Department of Transportation metro railroad was received.
D. Betkoski will review it for clarification. 1t was noted that Inlands and Wetlands and P&Z
also received this document.

A letter from Lisa Swanson re Riverbend Park was read and attached for filing purposes.

A Thank you to Volunteers from S. Cable was received.

An invoice from Byrne and Byrne in the amount of $405 was received. D. Betkoski will
pass it on to be reviewed and paid.

A legislative alert regarding Storm Water Permits and Erosion was received.

A document from CT Farmland and their Federal Program update was received.




After opening all the mail, D. Betkoski commented that she will try and pick up the mail
more frequently.

D. Betkoski polled the Board Members to get their approval to re-arrange the agenda. All
voted aye.

D. Betkoski announced B. Chellis and 1.. Classey’s resignation from this Commission and
also discussed the position of Secretary. After a discussion with each member, C. Yanarella
agreed to be the Secretary and pick up the mail but he also noted that he would like there to
be a push to replace positions on this Board. All agreed. The responsibilities of the
Secretary were discussed. D. Betkoski noted that they would include picking up the mail,
possible writing of correspondence if needed. The discussion continued with D. Betkoski
noting that they would like to have experienced recruitments.

Chris Bielik motioned to nominate C. Yanarella as Secretary of the Conservation
Commission. A. Goerig 2" the motion. All voted aye.

D. Betkoski noted that M. Melville will be available to clerk for the July meeting. It was
noted that L. Classey will be a back up for meetings if she is available.

Town Of Beacon Falls New Web Page

Anita Goerig noted that she has provided the web designer VTH with a lot of
information including rotating images, events, news, agendas, minutes, downloadable
media and more. It was noted that that Conservation Commission’s input to the web
page could certainly be a model as each department is to provide VTH with the
information they would like on their pages and so far, the Conservation Commuission 1s
ahead of the game. Tt was noted that the new website should be ready by mid-July. D.
Betkoski noted that she is very proud of the web site and that they are very fortunate to
have A. Goerig and C. Yanarella’s skills and that their website can be a benchmark that
other should strive for. A lengthy discussion continued on this subject.

D. Betkoski thanked A. Goeng for all her work on the website.

Storm Drain Management

D. Betkoski noted that A O’Dell’s troop will be finishing up the last 10% of the storm
drains. D. Betkoskt noted that she thanked her.

Qutreach




Anita Goerig handed out the Conserv Newsletter for all to review. She also noted that she
was able to raise $2,000 which she would like to use on the interactive science program.
Anita passed around a compass that she is planning on handing out. The compass cost
$3.95 and it will have the Conservation Commission’s logo on it. A. Goerig explained what
is coming up for Discovery Day and she listed her sponsors; The Connecticut Community
Forum, O & G, Post University, ARC CT, Natural Princes and R. Media. A. Goerng will
have the newsletter printed this month and will correct the spelling of C. Bielik' name.

Chris Yanarella suggested that something regarding recruitment be put in the newsletter. D.
Betkoski noted that she will bring it up to the Selectmen so that they could advertise that the
Commission is looking for members. It was noted that J. Milan does not want to have
anything to do with the Commission. 1t was noted that someone will contact Marlene

Sandel to see if she is ready to become a volunteer Conservation Commission Board
Member.

Anita Goerig noted that even though summer is here, she is hoping that all will still be
involved with the forum and signage.

Natural Resource Inventory

It was noted that the town planner is putting together various memo’s regarding putting the
Natural Resource Inventory into the plan of conservation. R. Minnick explained that the
2002 was a good plan. A lengthy discussion continued with R. Minnick using examples of
cluster housing and whether one would want them or not (it was noted that he would not).
R. Minnick noted that the Sewer Commission and P&Z are beginning to talk but their plans

aren’t maiching up. D. Betkoski noted that they are fortunate to have this Land Use Board.
A lengthy discussion continued.

Diane Betkoski thanked R. Minnick for his input.

Open Space Management

o The Board Members discussed scheduling a date to mark the boundaries at Lantern Ridge. A. Goerig
suggested that they dedicate the next meeting to discussing Lantern Ridge. It was noted that they
have some great ideas of what they envision.

s R. Minnick brought up $22,000 that was supposed to be for Conservation. C. Bielik will talk with M.
Gomes to see if he knows anything about or where the $22,000 might be.

Anita Goerig noted that she would like the Conservation Commission to have their own email address.

Land Use Committee Update




The Land Use Ordinance was discussed. It was noted that they need to push this forward. A
lengthy discussion continued on this with C. Bielik noting that J. Rodrigo had been satisfied
therefore the ordinance should pass. C. Yanarella noted he will speak to J. Rodngo.

D. Betkoski agreed that this issue should be forced however she believes it belongs in Land Use.
D. Betkoski noted that she will draft a letter but it should come from the Land Use Board.

There is a meeting on 6/22 to address the ordinance and they would like representation from the
Conservation Commission.

Payment of Invoice

Chris Bielik motioned to accept M. Melville’s Clerk’s invoice for payment. C. Yanarella
2" the motion. All voted aye.

Anita Goerig motioned to adjourn the meeting. C. Yanarella 2™ the motion. Al voted aye.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:05 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Lauren Classey
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and brown debris:

Green Wite (Nirvogen)
Fruit wastes
Spent annuals

- Grass clippings
Manute
Seawced and kelp
Vegetable peclings
Coffice grounds

Broww Wate (Coarben)
Comsralks and cobs
Evergreen needles

Paper

Sawdust and wood chips
Straw and hay

Most teee leaves

What NOT 10 Compost

Disease and insect-infesced plants
Charcoal ashes-

Fabtlc

Grass <lippings rreated with weed killer
Meat, fish, and bones

Egg Er:& yolks and fazs
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figures in their constellations played our.
The light cxcle of the sun and moon set a
natural pace for human acrivity.

In this way, man found order and mean-
ing. and began to understand his place in
the Universe. Sadly for many, thar
connection, thar meaning, is now lost. We
instead choese to huddle atound the cold
glow of countless, comparably diny, flac-
sereen televisions.

When we do look up, we now wonder:
where have the stars gone? The skies of our
ancescors are still there, bur chey are now
drawned out, cndangeted. and lost in the
garish glow of the lights millions use 1o
turn back the nighc. That wasteful glow
carries steep economic and bealtl: costs.
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According wo tbe International Dark-Sky
Associarian  (IDA)  “Human-produced
light pollutien not oaly mars our view of
the sarm; poor lighting threatens
astronomy; disrupts ecosystems,  affects
human circadian rhythms, and wastes
energy 1o the e of $2.2 billion per year
in the U.5. alone.”

OF course, some lights at night are needed
for safery or for recreation. The IDA
recommends you only light what you
need, when you need it. Doing so cuts
electric costs, lighe trespass, and helps
restore the natural balance of night and

day.

The next time you step outside on a clear
1L off and look up first.
Give your eyes just a few minutes to take in
the nighr. Let your mind wonder among
bright stars, Look for the moon or the
S let the cosmox in. When you
cotne to realice the true grandeur hanpging
right over your head, you will never rake
the night sky for granted again.
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We can never

have enough of

nature.

Henry David Thircas

S OUR -SPACE
GALOANNS

'

an zating green articlé with tipi
that I'd like to share. We uy w
employ these tips regularly ac home.

\. “The Nasare Comierniaricy offered -

1) Fat Smart. Know your food —
what’s in it, where it came from and
who it impacts.

2) Fat Locak. Support local farmers.

3) Fat Sustainable. Learn about
sustainable food and how to prepare.

4) Eax Geven. [ncorporate more
fruits and vegacables into your dier.

5) Far €3ut. Enjoy a picnic at one of
our beautiful parks and Manga

- Anita Goerig

wervation Comeniskon s—. g ¢

CAPTURE FREE.RAIN WATER
Keep Your Gavden Lush

Collecting warer in a rain
bacre] will help keep your
garden lush this summer
and conserve watct.

Rain barrels typically hold

abow 50 to 60 gallons cach

enough o irrigate 2 «mall

garden. A rain barred should indude an
inrake line, spigor, overflow attachment,
screen cover to keep out leaves and
removable solid cover.

Tosition the barrel beneath a downspour.
To keep the rainwater pure, remove the
solid cover an hour or two afer rainfall
hay washed pollen and other pollurants
off the roof. Average cost abour $150.

- Jeffrey Gaerig

THE A® ESSENTIALS
‘ == For a Safe Hike

1. Exua clothing and sturdy footwear.
Be prepared for unexpected weacher
changes, dress in layers.

2. Food and water. High caleric foods,
granola bars, candy, and nuts supply
energy and drink plenty of water.

3. Pocker knife. This lightweight ool
provides a variery of options for repairs,
food prepararion, bandage cuning, erc.

4. Map and compass. Lost? Disoriented
in the fug? A compass ran get you home if
ou know how to use ir.

10 Essentials for a Safe Hike (cont?

5. Timepiece, Allow enough rime to
rerurn to the trailhead before the sun
goes down,

6. Flashlight. An injury or
miscaleylation may keep you on the
wrail after nightfall.

7. Waterproof matches/fice starter.
Warmth of a fire cauld save your life.

8. First-aid kit Bring cthe basics
bandages, pain relievers and antiseptic
ointroent,

9. Whistle. A far-reaching. energy
cffcient signal for help.

10. Humting calendar, Always obrain
up-1o-date information abeut hunting
season. Wear blaze orange tor added
protection.

Caurtesy of the CT Forest and Park
Associatien www.ctwoadlands.org

ncighborly vi
and picking up after lirter-bugs.

Two fun ocaasions while my siscer and |
were walking oceurred when a neighbor
stopped and thanked us for keeping his
neighborhood free of litcer, he gave us a box

e

of Godiva chogcolates. On another accasion a

neighbor presemed us wilh a dozen roses!

Starc walking  for  your health, rhe

community and unexpocted benefis!

- Diane Betkoski

g in a rural communiry
and enjoy any daily walks. A walk allows for
2 healthy heart, quiec time, good chac time,
s, the discovery of narure

QUR SECOND ANNUZ
CCMMUNITY FORUM
EVENT promises (0 bea
fun-filled evening featuring:

FkThree inceractive display
from the Commertions
Science Center for young
science enthusiasts,

VW?._ exciting  educational
sdence  component  for
students,

Vw.n.P: informative program
for the entire community,
young and old alike,

VW Earth-friendly vendors
from around the community
will be on hand to display,

a tradeshow like atmosphe
A fiew vendors are noted below;

» Connerticut Ourdoors i1,
» Gabriela’s Bicyde Shap,
# Boy Scour Troop #104,
« CT Gommunigy Famdai
. Seymour Land Trust, .
» Bezoon Falts Pizzg Palace,
+ R-Media,

» Post Universicy,

Regic
enjoy
explo

this n




D ECEIVED[my:

¢4 ;

MY 3 1208 ’
4 N ) ) - -
S Ll D N7 =

GN FALLS TOWN CLER# |2

Beacon Falls Conservation Comn
10 Maple Ave
Beacon Falls, CT 06403

rora Y
[SNIC

May 30, 2011

Town Clerk — Kurt Novak
10 Maple Avenue

Beacon Falls, CT 06403

The Beacon Falls Conservation Commission will hold its regular meeting on Monday.
June 6, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. at the Town Hall Assembly Room. The agenda is as follows:

1. Call to Order

2. Minutes — May 2, 2011

3. Public Comment

4. Correspondence

5. Town of Beacon Falls New Web Page
6. Storm Drain Management

7. Outreach

8. Natural Resource Inventory

9. Open Space Management

¢ Lantern Ridge —~ ERT Report
¢ River Bend Park

10.  Land Use Committeec Update
¢ Ordinance
e Plan of Conservation & Development Update(see attachment)

-TMJ General Land Use
-Inventory of open space

10. Payment of Invoice

1. Adjournment

Respectfully submitted, . .
Lauren Classey, Clerk ~ A
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Call to Order

BEACE& FALLS TOWN CLERK

A. Goerig called the regular monthly meeting of the Beacon Falls Conservation
Commission to order at 7:45 p.m.

Present: Vice Chair A. Goerig, Commissioners: J. Goerig, C. Bielik and C. Yarnarella

Others present: Resident Marlene Sandel, 135 Beacon Valley Road and guest speaker
Amy Blaymore Paterson - Executive Director, Land Conservator Council

Minutes of March 7, 2011

C. Bielik motioned to approve the minutes of March 7, 2011. C. Yarnarella 2nd the
motion. All voted aye.

Public Comment

Marlene Sandel, 135 Beacon Valley Road, spoke about the Osprey and wondered if they
could get another platform nest. She suggested that there be a webcam that could stream
it into the town website and maybe have a day dedicated to the Osprey return. She
suggested that maybe the children could get involved with a guessing game as to when
they would return.  She noted that this is done in other towns. A. Goerig thought it was a
great idea. The only draw-back would be that they are on the rail line.

A discussion continued regarding WIFI and how it would be possible.

M. Sandel suggested that she will be contacting DEP because she is worried about their
mortality.

A lengthy discussion continued regarding the Osprey.

M. Sandel also asked about Toby's Pond and why the gate is locked. It was noted that the gates
are locked because they are working on the flood plain. It was noted that the park is open on
weekend.

Correspondence reviewed



A. A Goerig read an email from R. Minnick regarding marking up plans as they pertain to
trails linking to the greenway.

Land use, economic development and environmental planning from Turner Miller was
briefly discussed. It was noted that it is good information and all should review it.

Guest: Amy Blaymore Paterson, Executive Director, Land Conservation Council.

Amy introduced herself noting that they are an organization that works together in
protecting land forever. Amy spoke noting that after speaking with the committee that she
does not believe that it is a Land Trust that this committee is looking for but suggested a
"Friends Of" which would suit this committee more appropriately.

A. Paterson noted that "Friends of' groups have grant opportunities as private non-profit .
They can get grant funds (usually which have to be matched). Amy noted that they are
great groups and work very well.

A Goerig asked if CLCC could assist them. A. Patterson basically noted that if they were
to help, it would be on a fee for service. She noted that she is the only person on staff and
she could trouble shoot with them but really only point them in the right direction. She
noted that they would need an attorney to help get the 501C3. She noted that she could
point them in the right direction of an attorney to have a legal entity bringing in funds. She
suggested that this Conservation Commission talk with other "Friends Of" groups. C.
Yarnarella suggested that they start with Vernon since it is such a successful group.

M. Sandal noted that she works with a "Friends of* group in Ansonia and they do a lot of
work to raise money.

The discussion continued with A. Paterson noting that they considered themselves the
Umbrella Organization for Land Conservation groups throughout the state and part of her
job is what she is doing here tonight. She noted she is there to find out how she can help
them and which direction should she point them in.

A lengthy discussion continued regarding encouragement to research "Friends of”’ further.

A. Paterson suggested that everyone get on her informative ENews list so that all are kept
informed on what's going on in Hartford. She also suggested that A. Goerig will be her
point of contact going forward for informational purposes.

A. Paterson encouraged the group to research further and stay informed. She suggested
that they rally people to get to Public Hearings. She noted that networking, collaboration
and cooperation is very important. A. Paterson suggested that one person from each
group rally people for networking and workshops and she suggested that A. Goerig be that
person. A. Paterson also suggested that this group contact all the neighboring land trusts.
She suggested that they be invited to one of their meetings or visa-versa to share thoughts
and ideas and what they could do to work with each other.
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A. Paterson handed out booklets on Censervation Options for Connecticut Farmland.

All thanked A. Paterson for coming and her presentation. It was noted that they will stay
in touch and informed.

Storm Drain Management

a. A Goerig received a confirmation from S. Peterson that they will present to troop
104, Patrick O'Dell for what they did with their Eagle Troop and to J. Mylen. A. Goerig
noted that she is trying to get J. Mylen to one of these meetings.

Qutreach

a. A draft of the newsletter was presented - A conversation took place regarding
changes that have been made and more changes that will be coming. C. Yarnerella will
review the changes that A. Goerig made and respond to her via email if it's all set.

b. A. Goerig noted that Habitat is something that this group should be focusing on.
Maybe it's something they can announce for next year. M. Sandel noted that she has
been involved with blue bird trails and noted that she has written a paper on them. M.
Sandel noted that she's been involved in a lot of different things.

The Conservation Commission asked M. Sandel if she would be interested in being on this
Commission. A. Goerig asked that she send a letter to S. Cable noting that was invited to

be a part of the Commission and also that she is aware that there is a vacancy. M. Sandel
will consider this after her surgery.

A discussion continued regarding wildlife, bird house platforms, bat international

conservations, etc. It was again noted that M. Sandel would be able to make good
contributions to this Commission.

A. Goerig continued to review the newsletter with the Commission noting that she will be
printing it at the end of the month.

Community Forum

A, Goerig noted that she has secured a Professor from Post University, Dr. Elizabeth
Johnson. She is an Environmental Science Professor and wiil be the keynote speaker at

the Community Forum which will be hosted by the Conservation Commission on October
13th.
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A. Goerig noted that J. Blasi , the Chair of the Science Department at Woodland and Lisa
Croce, honors Biology, are both supporting A. Goerig in getting the Community Forum
through.

A. Goerig noted that October 14 is the Discover Day and the rain date will be October 21st.

A. Goeng explained that students who want to make a career out of environmental
sciences as well as the 6th grade class of middle school (if the school approves it} and
also some students from Post will be at the Discovery Day at Matthies Park. It will be an
interactive day with upper grade levels teaching lower grade levels.

A. Goerig noted that she's looking for sponsors. She noted that she has already done 2 or
3 grants and has heard back from NEU asking her to re-do the grant as there is more
money.

A. Goerig noted that she's feeling really confident about the Connecticut Community
Foundation.

A. Goerig also noted that because Post University is a private school, they have funds and
a marketing department that is pushing their teachers to brand the school, noting that she
believes she will get something from them. A. Goerig also noted that she thinks she will
get something from O&G as well.

C. Yarnarella noted that Naugatuck Valley Saving Bank and Naugatuck Savings and Loan
are someone who could be reached out to. C. Yarnarella said he would be happy to do
that.

A. Goerig is meeting with the Lionesses next week and she will ask them for money as
well.

A discussion took place regarding the Citizens News and due to scarce advertising, they

cannot publish anything for free any longer therefore posting dates for meetings cannot
take place.

A. Goerig noted that their Commission has received the outreach award on Saturday.

A discussion took place regarding the ceremony that took place and A. Goerig will share
this information with the rest of the group. Sharing of farms was discussed.

A. Goerig noted that she feels very confident that she can raise $6,500.

M. Sandel asked about Katharine Matthies and how they used to give out money. A.
Goerig noted that she will look into this.
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Lantern Ridge was discussed and C. Bielik suggested that they pick a month and
dedicate a working group to discuss this.

A. Goerig asked that everyone read the reports and go through them and bring some ideas
to the June meeting. She noted that once they have some solid ideas, they shouid then
meet on specifics.

It was noted that River bend Park is something that Diane has been working on so they
will have to wait on that.

Land Use Committee Update - it was noted that nothing has happened with this, C.
Bielik noted that J. Rodrigo seems to be content with the recent revision which takes
"Parks and Rec" by name, out of the ordinance. It was noted that this should move
forward. A. Goerig will look into this.

Adjournment

C. Yarnarella motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 P.M. C. Bielik 2nd the motion.
All voted aye.

Next meeting June 6, 2011
Respecitfully submitted,

©
. B . 7 L S I N A
i (Clost K

Lauren Classey, Clerk
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The Beacon Falls Conservation Commission will hold its regular meeting on Monday,
May 2, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. at the Town Hall Assembly Room. The agenda is as follows:

1. Call to Order

2. Minutes — March 2011

3. Public Comment

4, Correspondence

5. Amy Pattern

6. Storm Drain Management
7. Outreach

8. Natural Resource Inventory

9. Open Space Management
e Lantern Ridge — ERT Report
* River Bend Park

10.  Land Use Committee Update
s Ordinance
¢ Plan of Conservation & Development Update(see attachment)

10.  Payment of Invoice

11.  Adjournment ‘[.\ (.(
‘-r@ééﬂu i o ((Aém;/

Respectfully submitted,
Lauren Classey, Clerk



Beacon Falls Conservation Commission

10 Maple Ave
Beacon Falls, CT 06403

March 29, 2011

Town Clerk — Kurt Novak
10 Maple Avenue

Beacon Falls, CT 06403

The Beacon Falls Conservation Commission will hold its regular meeting on Monday,
April 4, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. at the Town Hall Assembly Room. The agenda is as follows:

I. Call to Order
2. Minutes — March 2011
3. Public Comment
4. Correspondence
5. Storm Drain Management
6. Outreach
7. Natural Resource Inventory
8. Open Space Management
+ Lantern Ridge — ERT Report
e River Bend Park
9. Land Use Committee Update
¢ Ordinance
e Plan of Conservation & Development Update
10.  Payment of Invoice
1. Adjournment
Respectfully submitted,

Lauﬁren Classey, Clerk
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Beacon Falls Conservation C
10 Maple Ave
Beacon Falls, CT 06403

Meeting Minutes, March 7,

1. Call to Order

Chair Betkoski called the regular monthly meeting of the Beacon Falls Conservation
Commission to order at 7:34 p.m.

Present: Chair D. Betkoski, Vice Chair A. Goerig, Secretary W. Chellis, Commissioners: J.
Goerig, C. Bielik and C. Yarnarella

Others present: Selectman Mike Krenesky [arrived at 8:45]

2. Minutes of February 7, 2011 meeting

Changes to minutes: on page 2 the reference to “Toby’s Landing” should be "Toby’s Pond”
and the spelling of Commissioner Bielik's name is incorrect. Motion was made by Vice
Chair A. Goerig and seconded by Commissioner C. Bielik to approve the February 7, 2011
meeting minutes [with noted changes.]

Discussion: None Vote: 6 in favor Abstained: 0 Opposed: 0
3. Public Comment — none

4, Guest: Sam Gold, ACIP and Senior Planner for the Council of Governments

Discussion ensued on the Naugatuck River Greenway Routing project which is 44 miles of
a multi-use recreational trail running from Torrington to Derby, all towns along the way are
involved. COG received a grant to do routing study to see where trail could go, 5 towns
along river are in this region. A report was completed in January regarding costs, phases,
efforts. These reports are available online, as well as town-specific reports.

The road to Toby’s Pond is a potential trail location, through the wash plant, connecting to
hiking trails through Murtha Industrial Park, or to continue on route 42 to connect to River
Bend Park. Building a small bridge across the water might be feasible. Options to connect
to Naugatuck: go West up Cold Spring Rd through the state forest but the road would need
to be improved. East side option: utilize about a mile and a half of old route 8, but that
option would lose access to west side of the state forest. Routing study: even if the trail is
not connected to other towns, from the center of Beacon Falls you can connect to Toby's
Pond and the state forest. See www.cogcnv.org for links for these reports

A river bank clean up in all 5 towns is tentatively set for Saturday May 14 from 8:30-11:30

AM. Looking for volunteers; the kayak/canoe river race is set for May 7. The Beacon Falls
5k road race will be on Saturday morning, May 14.

Boy Scout Troop 104 may be planning a river clean up too, Vice Chair A. Goerig will check
on that effort.

Haynes has a proposal for developing a project for the southern part of Beacon Falls with
a connector road near Toby’s Pond to Seymour.

Page | 1
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5. Conservation Commission
a. Clerical vacancy — Lauren Classey will be the new permanent clerk.
Martha Melville will serve as relief clerk, when necessary.

b. Member Role & Responsibilities — outlined in ordinance

Commissioner C. Yarnarella suggests that the members use an electronic calendar
with reminders of meetings.

Also, to save time at the meeting, minutes should be emailed in advance to be
read before the meeting.

Chair Betkoski requested that commissioners let the chairperson know if you can't
attend a meeting to ensure there is a quorum.

Education requirements — commissioners will get from attending
conference/seminar or by having a guest speaker at regular meetings.
No other discussion.

6. Correspondence reviewed —

The Conservation Commission sent a letter to First Selectman Susan Cable and the Board
of Selectmen regarding recommending that the town prioritize its town web site and link to
other commission web sites to foster good communication.

The Conservation Commission will send a letter to Mr. Jezierney of the Inland Wetland and
Water coarse commission in response to a February 23 meeting with Joe Rabinski and
Ron Skerit from Seymour re the ERT study on the soil erosion caused by people, ATVs,
invasive species, stating the area towns need to work together to eliminate this problem.
Rick Minnick, Vice Chair A Goerig & Chair Betkoski also attended this meeting.

Received minutes from the Planning & Zoning commission.

Received a memo from the Board of Selectmen on Feb. 7 re budget, asking all
departments to refrain from spending any additional monies, other than normal expenses.

The Habitat newsletter was distributed. Secretary Chellis noted the New Haven
representative position is vacant.

7. Goals & Objectives — sent to members

Secretary Chellis inquired of the status of the Storm drain markings. Chair Betkoski
reported that storm drains were 90% completed.

Good feedback from members about this list.

8. Outreach - Vice Chairman Anita Goerig

Community forum set for Thursday evening October 13, 2011. VC A Goerig presented an
updated report based on the 2008 communication plan.

e Potential guest speakers include: UCONN Director of Environmental Sciences,
Michael Willig and Alex Felton, environmental science professor at Yale. VC Goerig
suggested to the faculty that they bring their class to this event.

4 Page | 2
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¢ UCONN, COG & Trout Unlimited have agreed to the table set up outside the WRHS
auditorium.

e Traci lott of the CT DEP will attend and present a plaque to Boy Scout Troop 104.

o Post University, NVCC, other and schools were contacted to participate at this
event.

» This report included images of potential flyers to advertise this event.
« Looking for Sponsors for giveaways as well as volunteers.

* Audubon has money available for Scholarship - perhaps present it at the community
forum which is to be educationa! and informational.

¢ Theme: celebrating our natural resources, recreation and greenways
PR — submitted to Citizen’s News, the Republican-American and the New Haven Register
announcing the completion of an environmental review study of Lantern Ridge
open space with photos. This is also posted on the web site.
Also sent to the editor a schedule of events to newspapers.

Updated the web site with goals & objectives list.

May speaker will be Amy Blaymcre Paterson, the first Executive Director for the
Connecticut Land Conservation Council.

The CT Land Conservation Council is having a program on March 12 in Middletown. VC A
Goerig would like to attend.

9. Natural Resource Inventory Program

Secretary Chellis — did not meet this past month. He took a mapping seminar, will have
kmz-format file to see the town via Google earth format, GIS info from state of CT.

The software he needs is pricey. Commissioner C Yarnarella will look into a cheaper price
for the software subscription for municipal use.

Commissioner Jeff Goerig — distributed the Natural Resource inventory & Assessment
preliminary report to members.

10. Open Space Management
a. Lantern Ridge — ERT

Official copies were distributed. Copies also given to the Board of Selectmen, Land Use
commission members, Inland Wetlands and Water Coarse Board and the Planning &
Zoning commission.

Beginning to work with Seymour for planning cooperation, to work boundary management.
Need to finish marking boundaries.
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Need to have recommendations for open space usage & management based on Lantern
Ridge ERT report, to be discussed at April meeting using the outline developed by cc —

Commissioner Jeff Goerig reported that an evasive species was found in parking lot. This
would be easy to eradicate while it’s still in the lot before it gets carried further into open
space.

b. River Bend Park

No update. This is now managed by Park & Rec. VC A Goerig requested that Selectman
Mike Krenesky clarify with the Board of Selectman on responsibilities for this space. The
BOS needs to provide clarification and direction. Chair Betkoski referenced a letter sent to
the Selectmen with this request back in January.

11. Land Use Committee Update — Diane Betkoski

a. Ordinance — —Reviewed on 3/24 at the Land Use meeting. Input was given by all
attending. Attorney Byrne will incorporate this feedback and update the ordinance. The
attorney did confirm his recommendation that a Land Use ordinance is advisable in limiting
Town Risk regardless of decision made by the CT legislature.

b. Plan of Conservation & Development Update — Diane Betkoski

Planning work continues with town planner, economic development discussed at that
meeting to document and formalize town’s activities.

12. Payment of Invoice
VC A Goerig presented a bill for $16.94 for thank you note envelopes.

Motion was made by Commissioner Chris Bielik and seconded by Commissioner Chris
Yarnarella to pay the bill as submitted.

Discussion: None Vate: 6 in favor Abstained: 0 Opposed: 0

13. Adjournment
Next meeting April 4, 2011

Motion was made by VC A Goerig and seconded by Commissioner Chris Yarnarella to
adjourn the meeting at 9:16 p.m.

Discussion: Ncne Vote: 6 in favor Abstained: 0 Opposed: 0

Respectfully submitted,

Jtta. Delidle

Martha Melville, Relief Clerk
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The Beacon Falls Conservation Commission will hold its regular meeting on Monday,
March 7, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. at the Town Hall Assembly Room. The agenda is as follows:

1. Call to Order

2. Minutes — February 2011

3. Public Comment
4, Guest: Sam Gold, ACIP and Senior Planner for the Council of Governments
5. Conservation Commission

¢ C(Clerical vacancy

e Member Role & Responsibilities

6. Correspondence

7. Goals & Objectives

8. Outreach

9. Natural Resource Inventory

10. Open Space Management
e Lantern Ridge - ERT
¢ River Bend Park
®
11.  Land Use Committee Update
e Ordinance
¢ Plan of Conservation & Development Update

12. Payment of Invoice
13. Adjournment

Respectfully submitted,
Diane Betkoski, Chair-Conservation Commission
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DRAFT - Meeting Minutes, February 7, 20‘1155;\ N FALLS
***Meeting Minutes are subject to revision

Called To Order:

Chair Diane Betkoski called the regular monthly meeting of the Beacon Falls Conservation
Commission to order at 7:36 pm. Meeting took place in the Conference Room.

Present: Chair D. Betkoski, Vice Chair A. Goerig, Secretary W. Chellis, Commissioners: J.
Goerig, C. Bielik and C. Yanarella

Absent: M. Kempa, Recording Secretary
Also present: Public (1), Joe Rodrigo, Land Use Committee Member, 42 Bonna St.

First items, not on agenda. Chair Betkoski noted the absence of Recording Secretary
Kempa, and asked Secretary Chellis to handle the minutes for the meeting. He agreed.
No audio recording of meeting was made.

Second, Vice Chair Goerig made a motion to amend the agenda and to move up the
Public Comment item and to then add an Executive Session. Motion was seconded,
and unanimously passed.

Public Comment

The public comment started with Joe Rodrigo, Land Use Committee Member & Parks &
Recreation Commissioner from 42 Bonna Street. Mr. Rodrigo came to discuss his opposition
and concerns regarding the recently defeated Land Use Ordinance.

Chair Betkoski said she is disappointed in the vote, especially seeing that the ordinance had
been repeatedly revised, and at a cost greater than $5000 in attorney fees.

VC Goerig says she felt that the proposed ordinance was driving a wedge between the
member commissions of the Land Use Committee.

Chris Bielik asked Mr. Rodrigo why he felt that the ordinance was not a a good document. Mr.
Rodrigo stated that he feit the ordinance was a bad document from the beginning.

He recommends that for it to move forward, it must not contain any restrictions on the Park &
Rec commission.

VC Goerig suggests that BFCC and P&R meet to iron out the differences soon.
Mr. Rodrigo suggests that this occur at the next Land Use Committee meeting.
Chair Betkoski, agrees, and says that it will be on the agenda for that meeting.
She further adds that the intent of this ordinance is not self serving for BFCC, but is for the
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Beacon Falls Conservation Commission
10 Maple Ave, Beacon Falls, CT 06403

DRAFT - Meeting Minutes, February 7, 2011
***Meeting Minutes are subject to revision™*

benefit of the whole Town.

Intent aside. Mr. Rodrigo is unhappy with the wording of the document. As an example, Mr.
Rodrigo says that if passed, the Land Use Ordinance would allow the BFCC to block Parks &
Rec from administering Toby's Landing as it saw fit. He cbjects to that.

VC Goerig & Commissioner Bielek suggest that Attorney Byrne be present at next Land Use
Committee meeting. Chair Betkoski would like the Attorney to bring the source materials he
used to help draft the ordinance.

Executive Session

The door was closed and an Executive Session to discuss an internal organization issue
began at 8:00 pm. The door was opened and the Executive Session Ended at 8:25 pm.

No minutes were recorded of the Executive Session.

More Public Comment

After conclusion of Executive Session, a reporter on deadline entered into the meeting with a
few questions about the recent no vote of the Land Use Ordinance. Chair Betkoski and the
BFCC took a few minutes to answer.

Minutes of Jan Meeting

Motion was made by Chair Betkoski and seconded Commissioner Yanarella to approve the
minutes of January with the following modifications:

“Outreach: Vice Chair Goerig stated that she has received support from First Selectman
Susan Cable for the conservation commission to host another Community Forum. She noted that this
support does not include any additional budget dollars however. The target date is early fall possibly
October 6 or 13'™. Vice Chair Goerig stated that possible speakers would include the Connecticut ERT
team, John Wargo, Environmental Studies Professor UCONN, and/or a professor from Yale of the
Forestry and Environmental Studies. Including university professor will, it is her goal to involve /
engage students and inspire them on the resources available in the community. She is thinking of
obtaining a scholarship from speakers to present to a student during the forum. She will again ask for
assistance from the Region 16 district.
Vice Chair Goerig stated she would like to publish CONSERY mid-Spring/Summer. The following are
some of the articles which are being considered: Community Forum, Composting, Recycling,
Electronic recycling, Phantom load, the Lantern Ridge ERT study and open space and a call for
volunteers.
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DRAFT - Meeting Minutes, February 7, 2011
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Vice Chair Goerig designed a draft thank you note card for the Conservation Commission. A
handwritten note can be written on the card. Chair Betkoski asked if it could just be a note card. Vice
Chair Goerig stated she could print thank you cards and just a note cards also.

Vice Chair Goerig stated she would like to do a campaign on walks/tours of Lantern Ridge, Toby's
Pond and River Bend Park. This is a way to conduct outreach with the community and introduce our
natural resources. She would also like to schedule something educational and discussed a Discovery
Day to tie into the NRI report once complete.

Vice Chair Goerig stated she would like to recognize for Joe Mylen, the boy scouts and volunteers
involved in the storm-drain marker program during the Community Forum.”

Motion approved unanimously

Correspondence
The following correspondence was noted:
+ US Army Corps of Engineers general notice
= Notice that CACIWC membership dues have been paid by IWLC
« P &Z December 16, 2010 meeting minutes
- Atty Bryne letter re: Land Use Activities dated 1/28/11

Outreach

Vice Chair Goerig stated that she has secured two speakers for the upcoming Community
Forum including 3 members of the Connecticut ERT team (Lantern Ridge) and Phil Goff of
Alta Planning + Design (greenway routing study). She is in contact with three university
professors and hopes to have one or two commit as speakers as well. In addition she has
secured a moderator. Jack Betkoski has agreed to again moderate the event. The date is

confirmed for October 13", Region 16 auditorium has been reserved.

* The Forum is the ideal place to announce and launch the Natural Resource
Inventory report.

* She plans to organize a Discovery Day before or after the event to tie into the
Natural Resource Inventory report. One goal is to have a university professor lead
the event, working with fellow science teachers.

* Acknowledging the work of Storm Drain Marker project by retired commissioner
Joe Mylen and his team will take place. VC Goerig is looking to have DEP present
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a plague to Mylen et al.

» She has received a quote to print the newsletter CONSERYV at a lower rate then last
year. The topics were discussed during the January meeting. Design, printing and
publication will occur during the current budget year.

+ This spring is the perfect time to promote the conservation commissions’ outreach to
the community. She stated that one possible venue is the Earth Day / River Race.

+ The blank thank you note card was approved, it will be printed and distributed to the
commission in March. Envelopes will be purchased and also distributed.

= In response to C. Parneli idea to purchase a separate domain (for web) and developing
another web site for the CC, VC Goerig stated that it seems redundant. Her solution,
develop a solid TOWN web site that represents and includes all commissions, boards,
committees, etc.

» \V/C Goerig has requested that the commission become a member of the CT
Conservation Council. She stated that this ties into outreach and networking with
associations that support the commission’ initiatives. It is a good foot in the door for the
Land Trust research the commission discussed during the January meeting.

« VC Goerig noted that another commission member should be recruited to round out
the commission. We are a 7-member commission based on the BFCC ordinance.
Currently we have 6 members. Should we do PR? Or should the FS announce?

» VC Goerig made proposal for BFCC to join the CT Land Conservation Council. Dues
are $50/year. Chair Betkoski made motion & Commissioner Yanarella seconded.
Motion passed unanimously.

Natural Resource Inventory Program

Due to Commissioner Chellis' absence the previous month, no subcommittee meeting took
place in January. Commissioner Chellis discussed the goat of having the draft completed in
time for presentation at the October 13" Community Forum.

Commissioner Goerig expressed his desire to take a lead on writing the first draft, a move
supported by this subcommittee. A future subcommittee meeting date has not yet been set.

Open Space Management
Chair Betkoski states the the Land Use Committee next meets on Wed. 2/23 @ 7:30 pm.
Major item to discuss at that meeting is the future of the recently defeated Land Use
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DRAFT - Meeting Minutes, February 7, 2011
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ordinance. She is also reporting that the Forestry report for the Lantern Ridge ERT is now
done, and available on the Kingsmark website. Chair Betkoski also has a letter prepared for
the BOS regarding the completion and management cf the River Bend Park.

Land Use Committee Update

Chair Betkoski states that the Town of Beacon Falls' Plan of Conservation & Development to
be discussed & updated at next Land Use Committee meeting on 2/23.

2011 Goals & Objectives

Chair Betkoski asked the Commissioners to provide her with a list of this years goals &
objectives. Commissioner Goerig mentioned a project of interest regarding the construction
and installation of bird & bat houses. He says that Park & Rec has installed them in the parks.

Commissioner Goerig also brought up the importance of Toby's Pond for migratory birds, and
pointed out that CT DEP has a program on building these bird houses, and that he would like
to see some sort of Town involvement.

BFCC Audobon Society membership was also discussed, and Commissioner Yanarella made
a motion that the Commission should pay the $35 dues. Commissioner Bielik seconded the
motion.

Motion passed unanimously.

Commissioner Bielik stated the need for the BFCC to plan ahead for membership renewals
costs in the coming year.

Payment of Bills
No aother bills or invoices needing payment were turned in.

Adjournment

Motion was made by Commissioner C. Yanarella and seconded by Vice Chair A. Goerig
to adjourn the meeting. Motion passed unanimously at 9:28 p.m.

Resp Il ubmitt
(%/24;&, /

A

Commissioner William Cheflis, Secretary Thursday, March 3, 2011
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The Beacon Falis Conservation Commission will hold its regular meeting on Monday,
February 7, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. at the Town Hall Assembly Room. The agenda is as
follows:

Call to Order

Minutes — January

Public Comment

Correspondence

Outreach

Natural Resource Inventory

Open Space Management

o Land Use Ordinance

e Lantern Ridge — ERT

# River Bend Park

8. Land Use Committee Update
¢ Plan of Conservation & Development Update

9. 2011 Goals & Objectives

10.  Payment of Invoice

11.  Adjournment

NG RN

Respectfully submitted,

7 Uef Rupm .~
aryann Kempa 0 n¢ f)C\
Clerk




Beacon Falls Conservation Commission
10 Maple Ave
Beacon Falis, CT 06403

January 3, 2011 - Meeting Minutes
Amended and Unanimously Approved February 7, 2011

Chair Betkoski called the regular monthly meeting of the Beacon
Falls Conservation Commission to order at 7:35 p.m.

Present: Chair D. Betkoski, Vice Chair A. Goerig, Commissioners: J. Goeri
Yanarella.

Also Present: M. Krensky (8:15 p.m.).
Absent: Commissioner: W. Chellis.

Minutes of December BEACONFALLS T

OWN CLERK
Motion was made by Commissioner Yanarella and seconded by Vice Chair Goerig to '
approve the minutes of December with noted changes.

Discussion: None Vote: 4in favor  Abstained: 0 Opposed: 0

Public Comment — none

Correspondence

Chair Betkoski noted the following correspondence was received:
The CACIWAC annual membership is due.

The Planning and Zoning Commission minutes were received.

A memorandum was received from the First Selectman regarding Chatfield Farms is at a
standstill. Wyndham Homes is out of the Town of Beacon Falls and business.

A memorandum was received from the First Selectman regarding the proper procedures for using
the Senior Center. Chair Betkoski will make copies and distribute to the members.

Pictures of the Lantern Ridge entrance which was completed recently were passed around to the
members. Chair Betkoski noted that there were a number of individuals in Town that volunteered
their time to work on the entrance. A thank you note has been sent to each volunteer. Rich
Minnick helped coordinate this project.

A thank note was received from Rich Minnick and family thanking the Commission for
condolences at the loss of his mother.

A note from First Selectman and the Selectmen was received thanking the Conservation
Commission for the all the volunteer work at Lantern Ridge.

The Habitant was received.
Information from the Southwest Conservation District was received.

A memorandum from the First Selectman was received regarding the Budget for 2011/2011
which is due by January 10™.

A letter was received from Atty. Byrne dated November 22, 2010 (a copy was emailed to each
board member).
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BF — CC Reorganization of Officers
The following nomination of officers was made:

Motion was made by Commissioner Bielik and seconded by Vice Chair Goerig to nominate
Diane Betkoski for Chair.

Discussion: None Vote: 5 in favor Abstained: 0 Opposed: 0

Motion was made by Commissioner Goerig and seconded by Commissioner Yanarella to
nominate Anita Goerig for Vice Chair.

Discussion: None Vote: 5 in favor Abstained: 0 Opposed: 0

Motion was made by Commissioner Yanarella and seconded by Commissioner Bielik to
nominate William Chellis for Secretary.

Discussion: None Vote: 5in favor Abstained: 0 Opposed: 0

Outreach Vice Chair Goerig stated that she has received support from First Selectman Susan
Cable for the conservation commission to host another Community Forum. She noted that this
support does not include any additional budget dollars however. The target date is early fall

possibly October 6 or 131", vice Chair Goerig stated that possible speakers would include the
Connecticut ERT team, John Wargo, Environmental Studies Professor UCONN, and/or a
professor from Yale of the Forestry and Environmental Studies. Including university professor will,
it is her goal to involve / engage students and inspire them on the resocurces available in the
community. She is thinking of obtaining a scholarship from speakers to present to a student
during the forum. She will again ask for assistance from the Region 16 district.

Vice Chair Goerig stated she would like to publish CONSERYV mid-Spring/Summer. The following
are some of the articles which are being considered: Community Forum, Composting, Recycling,
Electronic recycling, Phantom load, the Lantern Ridge ERT study and open space and a call for
volunteers.

Vice Chair Goerig designed a draft thank you note card for the Conservation Commission. A
handwritten note can be written on the card. Chair Betkoski asked if it could just be a note card.
Vice Chair Goerig stated she could print thank you cards and just a note cards also.

Vice Chair Goerig stated she would like to do a campaign on walks/tours of Lantern Ridge, Toby's
Pond and River Bend Park. This is a way to conduct outreach with the community and introduce
our natural resources. She would also like to schedule something educational and discussed a
Discovery Day to tie into the NRI report once cmplete.

Vice Chair Goerig stated she would like to recognize for Joe Mylen, the boy scouts and
volunteers involved in the storm-drain marker program during the Community Forum.

Natural Resource Inventory Program Commissioner Chellis did not attend the meeting. A
tentative meeting is scheduled for January 25™.

AR 4 2000



Conservation Commission

Meeting Minutes, January 3, 2011 Page 3
Open Space Management

Land Use Ordinance
Chair Betkoski stated that a letter has been received from Atty. Byrne.
Lantern Ridge — ERT

Chair Betkoski stated that the Kings Mark ERT Preliminary Report has been received. Chair
Betkoski stated they should find out the owners of the Seymour property adjacent to the Lantern
Ridge open space. On December 29" Chair Betkoski, Vice Chair Goerig, Rich Minnick met with
Joseph Grabinski, Chairman of the Seymour Land Trust. He was very receptive and he is to find
out who the owner of the property and to work together to protect those boundaries. Mr.
Grabinski was invited to attend a Conservation Commission meeting.

River Bend Park

Chair Betkoski stated that the grant was updated. A decision is to be made by the Selectmen as
to which Commission or Committee will pick up the ball and run with it. Vice Chair Goerig
forwarded the original document dated 2007 for River bend.

Land Use Committee Update

Plan of Conservation & Development Update

Chair Betkoski stated that there is a meeting at the end of the month.
2010 Annual Report

Chair Betkoski stated this is the first year the Commission plans to submit a formal annual report
to the Board of Selectmen in terms of the Commission’s activities. The way the annual report was
organized is as follows: there is an introduction, list of commission members, state our 2010 goals
and accomplishments, a snapshot of the fiscal performance, identify various volume statistics
(volunteers hours, monthly meeting, work outside, various educational conferences and other
related meetings).

2011 Goals & Objectives
The Commission compiled the following 2011 Goals and Objectives:
. Search and apply for grants for the greenway and open space
. Develop a Community forum
. Install bird and bat houses in open spaces and park areas
. Obtain a membership in the Audubon Society

1
2
3
4
5. Offer a high schoo! student within the Town of Beacon Falls an internship
6. Expand Conservation Commission membership

7. Completion of the Storm water management project

8. On-going maintenance of storm drain markers

9. Continue with various environmental reviews as needed

1

0. Finish surveying and marking the boundaries on Lantern Ridge

it 4 2Ol
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2011 Goals & Objectives —~ cont.
11. Learn more about Land Trusts
2011 Budget

Chair Betkoski reviewed the proposed Conservation Commission budget for 2011-2012.
Commissioner Bielik stated to plan ahead properly for the next budget, the Commission should
include an increase in the line item for Clerk. Discussion was held concerning pay in for the Clerk.
Selectman Krensky suggested adding 3% to the line item. The operating expense line item will
stay the same as previous budget.

Payment of Bills
M. Kempa

Motion was made by Vice Chair Goerig and seconded by Commissioner Bielik to pay the
bill as submitted.

Discussion: None Vote: 5 in favor  Abstained: 0 Opposed: 0
Selectman Krensky discussed the boy scouts volunteering to do projects within the Town.

Motion was made by Commissioner Bielik and seconded by Commissioner Yanarella to
adjourn the meeting at 9:07 p.m.

4 29
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REVISED Meeting Minutes, Decomber 6, 2010

Chair oski called the regular monthly meeting of the Beacon Falls
Conservation Commission to order at 7:40 p.m.

Present: Chair D. Betkoski, Vice Chair A. Goerig, Commissioners: J. Goerig, C. Bielik and W,
Chellis (8:20 p.m.).

Also Pregent: E. Groth and Melissa Leonard, Naugatuck Land Trust.

Absent: Commissioner. C. Yanarella.

Minutes pf November

Motion was made by Commissioner Bielik and seconded by Commissioner Goerig to
approve the minutes of November as amended.

Discussion: None Voto: 4 Iin favor  Abstained: 0 Opposed: 0
Correspgndence — none

Public Comment

Chair Betkoski welcomed Mr. Groth to the meeting. Chair Betkoski also welcome Melissa
Leonard ¢f the Naugatuck Land Trust to the meeting. Mr. Groth inquired about the Land Use
Ordinancp. Chair Betkoski expiained to Mr. Groth that the Town is covered for liability in terms of
its property. This past year a Land Use Committee was formed which is represented by members
of each of the board and/or commissions. The Consarvation Commission has been asked to
Jegin manage open space as designated by the Land Use Commitiee. The Conservation
Commissjon was asked to manage Lantemn Ridge and the Bonna Street parcel as of December
2009. Liapility has been addressed associated with these open space property. This open space
is yet to e marked and determined the usage. The Town Land Use Attorney Steven Byme was

Vice Chajr Goerig was contacted by Mayor Mezzo of the Town of Naugatuck who is iooking to
form a Cgnservation Commission in Naugatuck and has passed along Rich Minnick’'s name.
Melissa Uponard from the Naugatuck Land Trust was invited to this meeting to observe. She is a
strong advocate for the Conservation Commission to be formed in the Town of Naugatuck. Ms.
Leonard neferred Mayor Mezzo to Vice Chair Goerig.

Vice Chair Goerig noted that the Beacon Falls Conservation Commission website is updated and
nformatign is available.
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Chair Betkoski mentioned the presentation herself and Vice Chair Goerig gave to the Lion’s Club
at their November meeting.

Vice Chajir Goerig noted that she would like to have a Community Forum in 2011 and publish the
Newsletter Conserv in the late Spring.
Natural Resource Inventory Program

Commisdioner Bielik noted that the subcommittee met in November. The subcommittee is
developing a plan for the Natural Resource Inventory. Commisgsion Chellis has developed a data
base. The subcommittee has received samples from other Towns. Commissioner Goerig stated
they are yising the Town of Waston's Natural Resource inventory for an outline for the Beacon
Falls Natural Resource Inventory. The Beacon Falls Natural Resource Inventory document will be
a living document.

Open Space Management

Chair Befkoski stated that the Conservation Commission is managing two parcels. The ERT
report hag been received. The forestry report has not been received for Lantern Ridge. Ninety
percent gf the modifications have been made to the entrance of the Lantern Ridge Property.
notes have been sent to volunteers: Jeff, John and Tony Smith, Charlie Edwards,
hn and Steve Knapik.

Land Us¢ Committea Updats

Plan of Conservation and Development Update

The December meeting was cancelled. The next meeting is scheduled for January 28, 2011.
Open Space Ordinance

Chair Betkoski noted that an ordinance has been reviewed by Atty. Byrne. Atty. Byrne supports
the Town|moving forward with an ordinance. The proposed ordinance will be brought to next
week's Selectmen’s meeting. Then a Town meeting will be scheduled for vote.

Riverbend Project

Chair Betkoski stated they are waiting for authorization as to what commission is going to
continue with this project. Chair Betkoski met with Brian Miller and Manny Gomes.

Discussign was held as to how obtain grants. What is the process to be followed?

statistics number of conservation meetmgs mlscellaneous meetings, publlc hearing — land use
ordinancg, plan of conservation and development meetings, greenway event, educational
conferenges attended and volunteer hours).

as made by Commissioner Bielik and seconded by Vice Chair Goerig to pay the
bmitted.

Discussipn: None Vote: 5in favor  Abstained: 0 Opposed: 0
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Motion was made by Vice Chair Goerlg and seconded by Commissioner Chellis to adjoumn
the meeting at 8:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

A/’a ﬁg/:‘ﬁ(ﬁ_. I

Kempa, Cl

Bl
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Chair

Minutes of December

Motion was made by Commissioner Yanarella and seconded by Vice Chair Goerig to
approve the minutes of December with noted changes.

Discussipon: None Vote: 4 in favor Abstained: 0 Opposed: 0

Public Comment - none

Correspondence

Chair Betkoski noted the following correspondence was received:
AC annual membership is due.

The Planning and Zoning Commission minutes were received.

A memorgndum was received from the First Selectman regarding Chatfield Farms is at a
standstill. Wyndham Homes is out of the Town of Beacon Falls and business.

A memorandum was received from the First Selectman regarding the proper procedures for using
the Seniot Center. Chair Betkoski will make copies and distribute to the members.

Pictures of the Lantern Ridge entrance which was completed recently were passed around to the
members | Chair Betkoski noted that there were a number of individuals in Town that volunteared
their time 1o work on the entrance. A thank you note has been sent to each volunteer. Rich

Minnick helped coordinate this project.

A thank note was received from Rich Minnick and family thanking the Commission for
condolenges at the loss of his mother.

A note from First Selectman and the Selectmen was received thanking the Conservation
Commissipn for the all the volunteer work at Lantern Ridge.

The Habitant was received.
from the Southwest Conservation District was received.

A memorandum from the First Selectman was received regarding the Budget for 2011/2011
which is due by January 10™.

. letter was received from Atty. Byme dated November 22, 2010 (a copy was emailed to each
board member).
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B8F — CC Reorganization of Officers
The foliowing nomination of officers was made:

Motion was made by Commissioner Blelik and seconded by Vice Chair Goerig to nominate
Diane Betkoski for Chair.

Discussion: None Vote: 5 in favor Abstained: 0 Opposed: 0

Motion was made by Commissioner Goerig and seconded by Commissioner Yanarella to
nominatg Anita Goerig for Vice Chair.

n: None Vote: § in favor Abstained: 0 Opposed: 0

as made by Commissioner Yanarella and seconded by Commissionar Blelik to
g William Chellis for Secretary.

Discussion: None Vote: 5 in favor Abstained: 0 Opposed: 0

Discussi

Mation
nomina

Outreac

Vice Chail Goerig stated that she has decided to have the Community Forum in the early fall at
the Seniof Center possibly October 6 or 13™. She has receivad the okay from First Selectman
gble. Vice Chair Goerig stated that possible speakers would be from: Connecticut ERT
team, John Wargo, Environmental Studies, and another speaker which is head of the Forestry
and Envirpnmental Studies, a speaker from UConn Agricultural Section and also to involve a
student. She is thinking of obtaining funding for a scholarship for a student. A discussion was held
concaming student involvement with the Conservation Commission.

Vice Chail Goerig stated she would like to publish the CONSERV mid-Spring/Summer. The
following are some of the articles which are being considered: Composting, recycling, eiectronic
recycling, [phantom load, Lantern Ridge ERTY study, promoting volunteerism and open space.

Vice Chail Goerig designed a draft thank you note card for the Conservation Commission. A
handwrittgn note can be written on the card. Chair Betkoski asked if it could just be a note card.
Vice Chaif Goerig stated she could print thank you cards and just a note cards also.

Vice Chaif Goerig stated she would like to do an article on a schedule of walks be it at Lantarn
Ridge or River bend Park. She would also like to schedule something educational. She also
discussed a Discovery Day. Vice Chair Goerig also suggested an article on other organizations.

Vice Chaif Goerig stated she would like to recognize for Joe Mylen, the boy scouts and
volunteerg involved in the storm drain marking program.

jesource Inventory Program
ibner Chellis did not attend the meeting. A tentative meeting is scheduled for January

Ipen Space Management

S % 20m




@1/17/2B811 15:52 2837232786 M KEMPA PAGE 83

Conservi:ion Commission

Meeting Minutes, January 3, 2011 Page 3

Ordinance

Chair Betkoski stated that the Kings Mark ERT Preliminary Report has been received. Chair
Betkoski stated they should find out the owners of the Seymour property adjacent to the Lantern
Ridge opgn space. On December 29" Chair Betkoski, Vice Chair Goerig, Rich Minnick met with
Joseph Glabinski, Chairman of the Seymour Land Trust. He was very receptive and he is to find
out who the owner of the property and to work together to protect those boundaries. Mr.
Grabinskijwas invited to attend a Conservation Commission meeting.

River Bend Park

Chair Betkoski stated that the grant was updated. A decision is to be made by the Selectmen as
to which Commission or Committee will pick up the ball and run with it. Vice Chair Goetrig
forwarded the original document dated 2007 for River bend.

LLand Usa Committee Update
“lan of Cpnservation & Development Update
Chair Betkoski stated that there is a meeting at the end of the month.

(volunteers hours, monthly meeting, work outside, various educational conferances and other
related meetings).

2011 Goals & Objectives

The Commission compiled the following 2011 Goals and Objectives:

Search and apply for grants for the greenway and open space

a Community forum

Install bird and bat houses in open spaces and park areas

Obtain|a membership in the Audubon Society

Offer a| high school student within the Town of Beacon Falls an internship

o. N & W N 2

Expand Conservation Commission maembership

AN 14 201
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7. Completion of the Storm water management project

8. On-gojng maintenance of storm drain markers

8. Continue with various environmental reviews as needed

10. Finish surveying and marking the boundaries on Lantern Ridge
11. Learny more about Land Trusts

2011 Budget

Chair Betkoski reviewed the proposed Conservation Commission budget for 2011-2012.
Commissgioner Bielik stated to plan ahead properly for the next budget, the Commission shouid
include ap increase in the line item for Clerk. Discussion was heid conceming pay in for the Clerk.
Selectman Krensky suggested adding 3% to the line item. The operating expense line item will
stay the game as previous budget.

Paymant of Bilis

Motion was made by Vice Chair Goerig and secondad by Commissioner Bielik to pay the
bill as sybmitted.

Discussion: None Vote: 5 in favor Abstained: 0 Opposed: 0
Selectman Krensky discussed the boy scouts volunteering to do projects within the Town,

Motion was made by Commissioner Bielik and seconded by Commissioner Yanarelia to
adjourn the meeting at 8:07 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

/7(( ﬂwﬂmu/fhtf'ﬂh/
Maryann|Kempa, Clerk

U leam
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2 L,
e A o
Town Clerk — Kurt Novak ,W 71// m’m
10 Maple Avenue '
Beacon Falls, CT 06403

The Beacon Falls Conservation Commission will bold its regular meeting on Monday,
January 3, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. at the Town Hall Assembly Room. The revised agenda is
as follows:

Call to Order
Minutes — December
Public Comment
Correspondence
BF — CC Reorganization of Officers
Outreach
Natural Resource Inventory
Open Space Management
* Land Use Ordinance
e Lantern Ridge ~ ERT
* River Bend Park
9. Land Use Committee Update
* Plan of Conservation & Development Update
10. 2010 Annual Report
11. 2011 Goals & Objectives
12. 2011 Budget
13.  Payment of Invoice
14.  Adjournment

g0 Nk Nk =

Respectfully submitted,

Mogtrcn Az

Clerk
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